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Efficacy of the Chriftian Sacrament^ Confidefd: 
jis alfo the Comparative Value of Morkl and 
Pofitive Duties. 
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nis is a Caufe of fome Moment: It is the Caufe of Plainnefs 
' "* tmd Sincerity y in Oppofition to Wites and Subtilties. It is in 
Defenfey not fo much of Revcal'd, as of Natural, Religion ; 
not of the Fundamentals of Faith, hut of the principles of 
Moral Honefty ; and every Hcrefy in Morality // of more 
pernicious Confequence than Herefies in Points of Pofitive 
Religion. The Security and Honour ofmr Church are deeply 
concerned in this ^eftion. Dr. WaTbrland'j Cafe of 
Arian Subfcription, Page 7. \ 

I . ■■ .■ ' " ' ' ^ ^ 

i^Q N D O N: 
* Printed for J. Ro b e r tts, near the Oxford-Arms, 
in fVarwick-Lane. Mdccxxx. \ 



,i 



I 





SIR, 

AVING perused your 
Trcatifc of, the Compara-* 
five Vslue of Moral and 
^ojftiw Duties^ &c» and 
having^thfe Misfortune not 
tcagrei with you m ma- 
g; ay of your Notions ; to 
afccrtairn your Opinion^ I have fecourfe to 
^^g^ 73* wherein you fay^ ^^ J have now 
" run thro* aH the ff^cwui ^rdmces I have 
^' hitherto> met with for Jetting the two fo^ 
*' the Dutksy viz. of. the Sacraments^ behw 
^' Adbral Duties*^ and none of them appear to 
^^ me of any real Weight. We need not there^ 
^ fore hereafter be afraid to compare^ &c. Ift 
^age 6y. you alfo maintain, that " ^he Vf^ 
^^ of Sacraments may he compared to Moral 
^' DutieSy and in fame Cafes preferred before 
themy &c.'' ^age 6^. You %, " The 
A a ^' Sacra^ 



iC 



(( 



r') 



rn 



[4l 

** Sacraments exceed any two Moral Duties 
" that can he nanid^ And I think further 
I may lay truly, that in the whole Ma- 
nagement of this Difcourle you feem gene- 
rally inclined to give the Preference to the 
pofitive Side, without being willing to 
eonie to any Compromife with the Moral, 
as to Equality ; which indeed would not be 
accepted on our Part. 

The Caufe which for the fake of Truth 
and Religion I think my felf obliged to de- 
fend againft you, I prefume is no new Bu- 
finefs, no upftart unpatroniz'd Notion, but 
as yon feem to allow (tho' fi)rry for it) 
in quiet and peaceable Poffeffion : Perhaps 
fi) well eftablifli'd in the Hearts of the 
People of this Nation, that any one of lels 
Reputation^ than the Author^ who had Ib- 
lemnly oppos'd it, would hardly have 
cfcap'd the Difcouragement of Cenfure of 
Blame. I muft own thefe Compkrilbns 
and Competitions are what I am not at all 
fond of. Dr. Clarke is for no Comparifons \ 
there ftems tome to, be Ibmething too ju- 
venile in f\ich an Enquiry and Difputation, 
viz. whether Sacraments or Moral Adions 
are better: But however, fince the Author 
thinks it proper to lead on in this way, we 
are bound to fubmit to his Judgment, and 
to follow him; believing at the fame time, 
that this Affair will happen like many o- 
thcrs in Life, wherein they that are fondeft 
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of Comparifbns and Competitions, very oft- 
en come off with the worft, and have the 
Difpleafurc to find their own Favourite (af- 
ter the Merits of the Caufe are heard) for- 
mally degraded. 

' Be pleas'd therefore to remember, that 
the Controverfy which we are engaged in is 
entirely of your own Choice and fteking. 
If a Conceflion, that there is a great deal of 
Moral Good even in the Ufe of Sacraments 
would have contented you, there fliould 
have been no Dilpute ; but when you touch 
a Point that has been well weiglied and fet- 
tled already, which the Proteftant Religion 
has fo confiderably found its account in, we 
ftiall not fear nor doubt of a good Decifion, 
and hope to find it in the Mind and Will 
of God expounding and interpreting his 
own Scriptures. I would fall in with you 
as decently as I could about the original 
Caufes and Occafions of this extraordinary 
Treatifc. As to which, I would beg leave, 
with hearty Approbation and Applaufe, to 
take notice of what you iay at the bottom 
oi f. 71. " //■ is very well known (fay you) 
** what a good moral Manjignijies in common 
*^ EJiimation ; Jhmething much below a pous 
^' and good Chriftian. 

This Obfervation I think is very good 

and judicious; it is a longtime I believe 

* fince the Charader of this good moral Man 

has become very dark and fuipicious, and 

far 
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far from being of any Value or Efteem in 
t)>c Chriftian Life. I will venture to add, 
that even a pious and good Chriftian, who 
negleds thefc Duties, not as the moral good 
Man does, out of Pride and Wilfulnefs, but 
only thro' Remilhels and too much Negli- 
gence, docs deferve Blame and Correption : 
But then I would hope that fuch Men might 
be reclaimed by fetting before them the 
Mercies of God and the Endearaxents of a 
dying Saviour, without the Expence of any 
moral Duty, or the Effuiton of the leaft 
Drop of Moral Virtue. There are alfo De- 
ifts in the World (not fo many, I hope, as 
they are fonpietimes reprefented ; indeed I 
have always met with more Athcifts and 
Deifts in Pamphlets than in the Conraierce 
of the World j but Deifts there are) and 
thefe youJiave an eye to. Thefc, you iay, 
^' Extol MoraUty in oppofithn to Faith^ and 
" feem to think have J f rung up from this 
^^ Di/putey'' as it has been managed againft 
the Jntinomiam. I dare fay there are much 
more confiderablc Caufes from whence De- 
ifm may be fuppos'd to have fppung; but 
let that pafe. I refer it to your lecond 
Thoughts, whether thefe great Admirers 
of Morality will ever probably be reclaimed 
by a partial Preference given to pofitive In- 
ftitutions, which even we who differ from 
them do not think at all agreeable to the 
general Scnle and Tenor of Scripture. Not 

Ira- 
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I father believe their Hearts will be fo hard- 
ened with this Management, that you will 
never after have any Chance to reclaim them 
in an ordinary Way. 

But whoever they are, that either carej- 
lefly otnit, or wilfully negled, or profanely 
and irtipioufly'defpife and affront thofe la- 
cred Myfteries, I fliould think there ^re To- 
picks enough either to reform or confound 
them, without meddling with this Subjed. 

Pray do you, or any other worthy and 
learned Clergyman, begin when you pleafe 
wifb the/e fnoral or immoral Men, who pre- 
fumptuouily negled the Will of God, and 
the tender Injunftions of a dying Saviour; 
ufc all the flaming Rhetorick which lb juft 
and religious a Caufe ought to inipire you 
with ; you fliall have my hearty Approba- 
tion and Afliftance too, if there be occafion; 
but never contend for an idle Preference for 
that which God has not preferred. Do you 
or any Man chaftife the Negledors of Pray- 
ers and Sacraments, as much as Afchbiihop 
Ttlhtfon has done thofe who'negleftormakc 
light of Morality ; and in doing lb, do not 
treat Moral Good any wa!ys more injurioufly 
than he has done pofitivelnftitutions; may 
God give you as large and glorious Succefs, 
and I do not quefUon but you will beequaU 
ly famous and applauded : But do not tear 
up by the Roots what he has fo well planted 
and water'd : Do not pull down what that 
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famous Mafter Builder has fo well contrived 
imd finilh'd ; do not hurt each others Foun- 
dations, nor fpoil and deface thofc fine Fa- 
bricks which might vie with each other only 
in Ufe, Beauty^ and Magnificence. 

I would next, if you plcaie, beg leave to 
obferve Ibmething about your Way and Man- 
ner of cntring into this Controverfy. I take 
it for granted you had a good and pious De- 
fign to reform, if poffible, air Neglefits of 
religioils Duties. This I prcfume might be 
antecedent to the Publication of the Catc- 
chifm ; however you had a form'd and fix'd 
JDefign to exalt the pofitive part. Now I 
beg pardon if I appear troublefome ; but I 
would refer it to your fecond Thoughts, 
whether it would not have been better to 
have purfued your Defign without mention- 
ing Dr. Clarke at all. I am afraid you have 
got Ibnie unhappy Nations of InJiriimentaUty^ 
or a rafti way of eftimating Ibmc Caufcs to 
be adequate to certain EflFefts, which are 
not fb. 'Tis natural and juft to believe, that- 
they who fcandaloufly or carelefly negled 
Prayers and Sacraments, do fo for want of 
Grace and Goodnels, do fo from the Depra- 
vity of their own Hearts, their own carnal 
Will and Frailnels, and the Inftigation of 
the Devil, and not from any thing that was 
ever done or faid by Dr. Clarke. Alas! all 
that he has faid amifs in this Matter, by 
your own Account, is only found in three 

poor 
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poor Lmes; ^d upon ^'nearer Ijifpefkion 
only in two \Vords ; and that is the Word 
only and n9t to oe compared. Is this the Man 
that ts the Author of a Sed, and we, for- 
iboth, are his Foff(nverj? p. la. No, I think 
I am rather your Follower, and humble 
Servant, in waiting upon you in your large 
Esccurfions, Is this the Man that is the 
Original and Exapaple of a reigning and 
i^reading Profariencls ? Sure ib prodigious 
an Effeft was never produced from fo flight 
$md infufficient a Caijfe ! But if thi^ be real- 
ly the Cafe, I refer it, I fay, to your fecond 
Thoughts, whether many prudent and cha*- 
ritable Reafons fhould not have induc'd you 
to have fet forward by your felf in this Jour- 
ney, and as it were of your own Motion^ 
without calling at, or difturbing th? Grave 
of l>r. Clarke. Dr. Clarke is no ways fingular 
in that fmall and little Matter which he has 
iaid upon the Sacraments : I can brirxg you 
Atc\)}oi^o^ltlhtfon and Dr. Scot^ and twen- 
ty more, whofe Writings abound with Mat- 
ter againft that Caufe which you was going 
to undertake. I am ibrry to fee it, but I 
caainot but oblerve that by this fort of Ma- 
nagement, you make many harlh things 
which you have occafion to fpeak in your 
Treatife, to feem to take their Rife from a 
poor, innocent, curlbry Expreflion, and to 
glance much too hard at Dr. Clarke^ as if he 
was the Author and Abettor of Profane^ 
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mefs and Impiety, which I dare fay he was 
not. 

But let us enquire in the next place (if 
you pleafe) whether thefe two poor tranfi- 
ent Words may be defended or not. Per- 
haps they were only a flip of his Pen, and 
the Doftor, if he had been alive, would not 
have flood upon their Defence. Perhaps 
they may be vindicated and juftificd as much 
as other People's Words, which are fpokcn 
upon the like Occafions. The Words arc 
thefe: *^ 7i&/j, that is, the Sacrament of the 
>^ Lord's Supper, and all other pofitive In-^ 
^' JlifutmSy have the Nature only" of Means 
to an End^ and therefore they arc never to 
be compared with Moral Virtues. Thefe 
are the dangerous Words which make the 
World io profane in their Neglcds of the 
Sacraments. The great Fault, it feems, is 
that Di. Clarke has called them only Means^ 
Why, really, tho' I 'ftiould be loth to med-» 
die in any Affair that only feems to leffen the 
Sacraments, as to their Rank and Eftima- 
tidn in Religion, yet I muft own I cannot 
fee any Hurt or Falfhood in the Expreffion* 
Your fetf owns they are Means. If the 
Church fays no more of this Sacrament, 
than tlhat it is an outward and mjible Sign 
of an inward andffiritual Grace^ given ^nto 
us as a Means whereby we receive the fame ; 
(In the Office alio of Thanklgiving, by the 
M^^ffs of Gracey I fuppofe this Sacrament j 

amongft 



[■"■] 

amongft other Meansy is intended.) If the 
Church (I iay) fays they are Means, and nd 
where, that I know of, that they are more 
than Means, why muft Dr. Clarke be blam'd 
ibr laying they are only Means? and not you * 
rather, for laying, that to call them Means to 
Virtue at all ^ is too low a ^hrafe for them^ 
and net very frofer\ as you do in f. 75* 
They are Means of a mix'd Nature, they 
have both fomething pofitive and Ibmething 
moral in them. Now I would readily grant 
you, that they have a great deal of Moral 
Good in them, as well as fomething pofi- 
tive ; (but, alas ! I am afraid that will never 
fatisfy) yet ftiU, I fay, they are ^^/^ Afe^/zV 
to greater Heights and Perfections than they 
themfelves are. Tho* they have a great dfeal 
of Moral Good in them, I do not fte(I'muft 
own) why that yet iis inconfiftent With their 
being bnly Means. They are the 3fi4eans df 
Grace ; that is, fure of higher and greater 
Grace than they thelril^ves, in the dtieahdT 
right ufe of them, ire. And what can we 
mean or underftand by this, but the great 
Moralities, the weightier Matters of the 
Law, the moft noble Exerciles and Exerti- 
ons of Truth, and Juftice, and Love in a 
focial Life ? You irlay, perhaps, reply, that 
Moral Good has the Nature of Religion <f 
the End^ and therefore hmore than Means : 
I anfwer, that in this Cafe, being fo mffx^f 
and circuinftantiited as it is, being -of an 

B 2 infc 



[ 12 ] , 

inferior and fubordintate Nature td hi^er 
^racc, I would hope that the ExpreflSon of 
only Means might pais. You will fcnOw 
better what I mean, when I tell you here 
and afterwaKis, that I do think even prai*- 
ling aiid worfliipping God is inferior, ki the 
Scale of Religion, to a dited and a^ttal 
Imitation of his Moral Attributes ; and 
therefore that even thefe high Duties may 
in Ibme Senfe be confider'd vniy as Means to 
an End. However, if I fail in thSfi Apo- 
logy, I have the Satisfadion ftill to jknow, 
/that it is not my bwn Gauie that I atn 
pleading. That will ftand upon the Sup- 
pofition of their being not onfy Meansy but 
awre Phan Means ;^ and allowing you as great 
a Share of Morai Grood in them, as any one 
can resafonably gmnt, or you expeft. 

Having &id as much as may be fuffic^t 
in behalf of Dr. Clarke's calling the Sacra- 
ments only Mean;s, I ifaall begia to enter 
into your Treatifc^ Vhich, as I told you be- 
fore, .and begg'd pardon for it, I wi&'dhad 
come into the Wof Id without taking any 
notiee of the Doft<>r at all 5 but, however, 
it c^nftot be helpy now, and we that only 
mean to oppofc your Opinion, muft guard 
as well as we can agatnft the Incontenien-* 
cies which may arifc from thi$ Accident. I 
perceivje you have tak^ a good deal of Paihs 
in ftating the QjBdftij:)a> »ud adjuftiog yout 
Matters in a fcholafticfc way, foff whichi 

hope 
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hope the World will be grateful j as to 
your Rules about ufing the Terms, I would 
willingly obfcrvc your Dh'eSions, but if I 
fliould happen to mifiake, I defire you 
would impute it to the Badnels of my Ap- 
pirehenfion, and not to any Difrefped to 
you. 

I am fenfible alfb that you have addrefs'd 
a great deal of what you fay to common 
and Qidinaiy Readers, only to prevent Mi- 
fiakes, and cure grofs Ignorance, as that all 
Laws are Moraly and that by Moral Vir- 
tue we Jbould underfiand Chrljiian Mt>ral 
Virtue^ and that Gms Commands mufl be 
ehefd\ and many other fuch like Things 
there are, which I prelume you do not 
exped that any exprefs Notice fliould be 
taken of. . I find that even in the Porch 
and Entrance of your Book, you endeavour 
to help your Caufc, by the Gonfideration 
of Angels and Archangels^ as if there were 
fofne Duties owing to thqm, which were 
vaftly luperior to what, we owe to our f^oor 
Neighbour. I muft own I long to be with 
you upon that Topicfc, but I find you alfo 
are lb fond of it, that we have it more ful- 
ly difplay'donte or twice afterwards ; there- 
fore I will have Patience at prefent, and if 
you pleafe, begin to make my Remarks 
chiefly at your third Chapter j and thele 
only fisw, but fuch, I hope, as will reach 
the very Soul of this Gontroyeriy. 

You 
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You fay, /?. 13. " I believe it will at lajf 
" be, found that the ir^^Tty 4gt3*5b^, thefun^ 
^^ 4amental Error in this whole Affair^ has 
^^ been the confounding External with^ofi^ 
" tive:' This the TrpcJTCy ^aT^o^ ! No ! it 
is nqne of our tt^g^tov x^go^^) I am afraid it 
is yourbwn 7rp«7Dv ^gtJiSbc* ' You are io very 
fond of this wonderful Difcovery, that you 
cannot forbear repeating it fevcral times 
afterwards, in. diflferent Expreilions ; as 
in /. 54. " All the ConfuJioUy as I am fer^ 
^^ fuadedy that has perplex d this Article^ 
" has artfenfrom thefeparating the material 
" from the formal ^art^ and not conjidering 
" both in one^ as is commonly done in treating 
", Qf Moral Duties^ We confound the ex- 
ternal with the-pofitive? You are vaftly^ 
too minute ^nd. narrow-lburd in this Ap- 
jyehenfion ; we ipeak entirely in this Dis- 
pute of a worthy Receiving ; we are fo far 
from matching the nobleft of our Moral 
Duties and Virtues with a nxeer external^ 
that is, a falfc^ wicked and unworthy Re- 
ceiving \ we are £b far from matching our 
.Moralities with fuch a Receiving, that 
we think the moft horrid Wicked- 
nefles; and Depravations of human Nature 
fitter to be compared with it : We are fo 
far from feparating the Material from the 
Formal Part, that we do think that rc-j 
cciying after the beft Manner that hunun> 
Nature is capable of, is not ' comparable ta 
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fomc other Inftances of Virtue and Duty. 
I do verily believe, that if you had well 
confider'd v/hat you faid, in this Competi- 
tion for Dignity and Preference, that you 
would not have thought it worth your 
while to argue or difpute with , any one of 
lb unworthy a Sentiment, as Ihould haVe 
opposed his weightier Matters of the Law 
to a meer External. 

I advance to what you lay, p. i8, ^^ The 
*^ fccond thing ( fay you )' which I undeif- 
^^ take to maintain, is, that there may be 
^^ as great Virtue, or greater, in obeying 
*^ pofitive Precepts, as in obeying Moral 
*^ ones. This may be made appear divers 
*^ ways. If a pofitive Command be more 
*^ difficult, requiring greater degrees of 
*^ Self-denial: If the Good intended by it 
^^ be of a more excellent Kind, or more 
^^ diffufive, or more lafting;/' Your firft 
Anfwerer alfo very chearfully joins Iffue 
with you in this Matter, and ft) do I. For 
tho' I don't fee that the difficulty of a 
Command always enhances the Value of 
Obedience ; e. g. What is a more eafy Duty 
than Love ? Yet none more excellent. Yet 
fince we muff hav€ Comfartfons and Competi-^ 
tionsy which (I told you) before, I am a 
little aftiam'd of, ( they are entirely your 
own Choice ) I own this is a very fair piece 
of Ground to dilpute upon, and the Offer 
of the Terms is not to be refils'd. But 
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- fince you do not produce any thing at aH 
under this Head, but what I will Ihcw you 
by and by to be nothing to the Purpofe, I 
muft look for fotnething in your 71ft ^age^ 
where you are treating about this Mdtter 
with your Anfwcrer, and alfo endeavoar to 
produce fome Materials of roy own. If an 
univerfal Obedience^, a thorough Change of 
Hearty and the parting with aU Vices j be 
( as you fay ) very hard and difficult 
Things ; fuie theft Difficulties belong more 
immediately to the Side of Moral Virtue. 
If ( as your felf fays ) Men muft be good 
before they come to receive a Sacrament, 
then the Difficulties of Preparation will be 
afcrib'd to the Difficulties which attend the 
Attainment of Moral Virtue. Becaufe it 
is an hard Task to reform our Ways, to 
hate Evil, and do Good; Will you fay this 
is a Difficulty which recommends the Ex-* 
cellency of a Sacrament, and does not re- 
commend the Excellency of Moral Virtue ? 
Or that this is the ReafcHi of the common 
Averfion Men have for the holy Gommuni*" 
on ? Meer Spphiftry ! I did not think the 
jiuthor would have troubled the World, 
with fuch Fallacies. Tha; Reaibn of Mens 
Averfion, no doubt, for the Sacrament, for 
the moft part, is Immorality ; but the Cauife 
of that Immorality, is the Difficulty of at- 
taining Moral Virtue. Receiving the Sa-» 
crament in its felf, is a calm and pleaiant 

Thing, 
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Thing, z fweet Enjoyment of God and. 
6m felvcs, rather a Privilege and a Benefit, 
thap any bard Service j as many Thoufands 
of good and pious Chriftians have, no 
doubt, to their inexpreffible Comfort^ very 
often foupd it. But the fevere Conflid3 ¥^4- 
Striiggles which Men $nd in themfelves ta 
obferve Truth and Juftice in tt^eir Dealings?, 
with one another, and befides the Dangers, 
Mifchiefs and Perfecutions which generally 
attend thofe who are engaged in any virtue 
ous Undertaking or Enterprise, ftiew there 
i§ p.0 Compjtrifon (noQp at all indeed) be- 
tween' the Difficulties of performing fuch 
fcrt of Duties, and the fweet and calm De-» 
lights of a worthy Reception, You fay 
ibmewhere, th^t poiitive Infl:itutionslhoul4 
never be compared with negative Virtue^ 
Why lb ? If a Man fuffer the lofs of eveiy 
Thing,.. rather tliaa viplate Trijth, or deny 
Chrift, fiire this is a great Morality, and; 
may well be comp^r'd with a worthy kcceU 
vin^: But muc)i more, ^ive, vigorous, 
and epterprizing Virtue. 

The great and glorious Defign, of calling 
off the ropilh Yoke and Tyranny, (lure- 
thcfe fort of Undertakings do not belong; 
to the Pofitive, but the Moral Side of the 
Qyeftion ) was an arduous and bloody Af- 
fair to many of thole who managed it ; arid 
in point of Diftrels, can never be compared 
with the fweet and peaceful partaking of a 
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Sacrament in thefe happy and quiet Times* 
Ten thoufand Afts and Enterprizes of the 
fame Nature might be mentipn'd, even as 
many as there are of Heroick Virtue, which 
adorn the Hiftory of the World. The mi- 
ferable Dangers and Sufferings which ulual- 
ly accompany luch, can never be eWnatcd 
the fame Thing as the Duty of a worthy' 
Communicant, immediately attended with 
Comfort and Reputation , the Favour of 
God and Man. What ftiall I lay of the 
Axes and Gibbets of Tyrants? Of the 
Horrors of an Inquifition ? Do they who 
preferve their Integrity amidft fuch Tryals, 
( as fure a great many have done ) do they 
offer God as cheap and eafy a Service as 
monthly or weekly Communicants ? I 
own I have been forc'd to go abroad for 
Matter to work upon under this Head;, 
becaufe, as I faid before, I found none at 
home which I thought pertinent. I now 
therefore return to /. ip. To fortify your 
forelaid Opinion, you bring in Ahraham 
facrififing his only Son; a difficult Com- 
mand, a glorious Obedience, and a con- 
vincing Proof that t\it pojitlve is, in our 
Eftimation of Duties and Practice, to be 
preferred before the Moral. But hear me, I 
pray, with your ufual Patience and Can- 
dor. When we are enquiring into the In- 
terpretation of the general Laws and Pre- 
cepts in the Old and New Teftament, rela- 
ting 
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ting to the comparative Value of Moral and 
^dfitim ; and are carefully confidering the 
Limitations of the Subjeft, and Dilcoveries 
of the Mind and Will of God, internally 
contain'^ in the Scripture itfelf, and exter- 
nally in the Nature of Things ; inftead of 
iblving, do you hope to cut this difficult 
Knot at once, by barely telling us of Ahra-- 
J&^wa'sCafe? Abraham's vf^s a fpecial Cafe, 
and all fpecial Cafes ftiould be confider'd as 
iuch; and to fpeak freely, I cannot per- 
ceive that this Example lays any Obligati- 
on but upon fuch as may, if God pleafes, 
be plac'd diredly in the fame Circumftances 
that Abraham was. We may doubt of 
God's Will in general, and not readily 
know which Duties to prefer ; but we can- 
not doubt, when he commands us by an 
immediate Revelation. In that Cafe all 
Doubts, Difficulties, and even Regards to 
former general Injunftions , fail to the 
Ground j we are liire of the Will of God 
towards us in Particular, (and we muft 
take Care to be very fure of that ) and then 
we have nothing to confider of but a ready 
Obedience. God muft be obeyed, and 
there's an End. But pray how does this 
affed us, who are diligently enquiring for 
the Preference which is due either to the 
Moral or Pofitive part in a written Reve- 
lation, and have nothing but the inward 
Seofc and Meaning of fuch divine Writing 

Q i to 
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to dircd our Judgipents. God has beeA 
pleas'd gdnerafly to give us the Reafon of 
his Laws and Injun^ions, both in the Old 
and New Teftament. But he did not f<y 
in Jbraham'^ Cafe ; therefore no Man, but 
whom God fhould again put into the Gir- 
cumftances of Ahraham^ fliOuld refufe to 
liften to, aod regard theReaibns of Laws, 
fo far as the Almighty is pleased to dlfeever 
them ; and to give ia fuitable Preference to 
fuch or fuch Commands and Ihjuh^ibiis* 
So the Cafe will fland : He is a frond and 
f&ucy Servant^ who, if honoured with dtl 
,exprefs Command, relating to his own p^r- 
fdnal Condud, as Ahrckham was, expcftis to 
know the Reafon and Defign of it \ but not 
otherwife. The Scriptures indulge and en- 
courage us in the Ufe of this Liberty ; they 
threaten and condemn us, if we do ridt 
make a fagacious and difceming Ule of it, 
and with Indignation fend us to learn ti>hat, 
it meaneth. I would hope there will be 
none concerned in this Controverly on either 
Side, but Men ,of fuch Ahruham-^AL^ TM^ 
pofitions, that they would immedittely 
obey God as Abraham did, in any fuch like 
Inflance, if exprefly commanded by God, 
as Abraham was, whatever their prefent No* 
tions are of Moral or ^ojttlve. But thtn^ 
as I faid before, we fhould be very fure that 
the Revelation is right and real; and the 
more apprehenfive of a Delufipn, as it is 

more 



ifnore imptobable tliat God filould voiidiPafe 
a Q)ecial Revelation to any of us in thefe 
late TiirieSj than that he ihonld do it to 
the t^^ather of the Faithful. This C^fe 
therefote is no Relief at all to us in our 
J)teftnt Enquiry; nor any Other fuch fpccial 
Cafes of Jonas f or Ma/esy or the fouKg Man 
ih the GoQ*eL Your felf fays at the bot- 
tom of this fini^ i^th ^a^e^ that what yoti 
had faid referred tb fojitive tnjfitutwns and 
Oofhrnmnds in general^ ahd not to Sacraments 
inpAtikulart, you would hare faid to Jpecialy 
exprefs and imtfitdiate Commands of God ; 
and therefore nothing to the Purpofe of the 
comparative Valu^ of Moral and Inftituted. 
But becaufe you was tzSkin^ of fojithe in 
genirtily without any Connexion with,* or 
Reference, I foppofe, to the Matter in 
Hand; and your Anlwerer was talking of 
Sacratnettts tn Particular j the Affair of 
^jroud knd fancy Servants^ and proud and 
'_ fancy PeUow-S'efvants came in. Indeed I 
was extretricly fotry for It, but much morb 
to fee it likely to continue ; for immcdiate- 
iy ufton this, you pixx:eed to give him' new 
Chaftifeiherit. Yoil fay, ^ by aU this he 
^ feefns tb thtnkj thdt God has no Right to 
*^ require an implicit or blind Rejigndtion^ 
" ( as he did in Abraham's Cafe^ ) which if 
^' it be his ^rinciplty as t am willing to hcpe 
*^ it is noty it is niohat he ought to repent oj*^ 
^ for it is ftot only proud and irreverenty but 

" indeed 



^^ indeed horribly profane*' A Man muft 
look very fimple after fuch hypothetical 
Correftion; if he clears himfclf never io 
well, he will hardly get unpunifli'd. What 
will it now avail this Anfwerer to pleady 
that fuch is not his Principle, that he only 
contends, that God has not generally requi- 
jed a blind and implicit Refignation to his 
xeveal'd Will, efpecially in the Matter of 
the Sacraments? Upon my word, Slr^. 
this is really beating your Fellow-fervants j, 
and what is worfe, giving them Ipiritual 
Corre)9;ion at a venture, in order to iatisfy 
carnal-Refeatments. 

I find the next Topick of Comparifon foU 
lows upon this, viz. Oi Benefit of an higher 
Kindy or more diffufive\ but as I would aU 
ways endeavour to put fimilar Matters to- 
gether, I will venture to delay this a little^ 
and go on (/. 23.) at prefent with SanV^ Cafe, 
&c. and then no more Ipecial Cafes, becaufe 
they will all have the like Weight and Effed 
upon this Caufe, and that is none at all. 
SauV% Condud was the Rcverfe oiAbraham\ 
but his Cafe the lame j and therefore I will 
not labour to explain it any further. Saul 
aded juft as wrong in favour of our fide q£ 
the Queftion, as Abraham aded right in fa- 
vour of yours. Saul was for Mercy, and his 
hypocritical Plea might be, that he believed 
and underfl:ood that God did generally pre-* 
fer Mercy : But his Crime was Difobedienct 

tp 
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to a plain and ^xprefs Command, Suppofe 
* him at a lols (like us) about the Preference 
of Duties; God interpofes and relieves him 
from Perplexity, and honours him with a 
Ipecial Command. Is Saul^ or any Man in 
inch a Cafe, to ftand weighing the different 
Moment and Importance of moral and pofi- 
tive Duties ? No ; immediate Obedience 
and Compliance with the divine Command 
is his Bufineis. But, as I faid, this is no- 
thinjg ta our weighing the different Impor- 
tance of thefc Matters. If any Man, in our 
Days, thinks that it is the Will of God that 
he Ihould prefer Mercy in moft Cafes, he 
may lafcly do it ; neither is he under any 
Obligation at all to kill King Jgag^ and 
deftroy the Cattle, unlefs he has a Iblemn 
and exprefs Commilfion for it. 

Circupicifion follows next, which you lay 
was bound upon the Jews by flronger Pe- 
nalties than many Moral Duties. I muft 
own this Inftance fuits the Bufineis in hand, 
and comes up to the Point very much : Up- 
on the wilful and contemptuous Negleft of 
it, moft dreadfiil and fevere Penalties are 
denounced : But then you know alio, that 
the Jews^ in their forty Years Ibjourning, 
omitted it, without incurring the divine 
Difpleafure. Th^ is in favour of Mercy. 
And 1q much as the Chriftian Difpenfation 
exceeded the "Jewtjh in Goodnefs^ Gentle- 
nefs^ and merciful Indulgence, lb much is 

loft 
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Ipft and^ goBC off from the Side of pefitivc* 
Inftitutions, and accrues to tJje Advantjigp 
^d Prcremincnce of Mqr4 Virtup ^nd IJtity/^ 

Bo this hKememhranceofTne^ is a vefy 
different way of enjoining a Duty from tlic^ 
, other, wherein it is faid, Do thij^ or ye 
Jhall furely dfky ^nd he cut of from, the ^e&^ 
pie. The one is defign'd to yrorfc gently^ 
upon our Paffions of J-pve>. Injgen^ity, drar . 
titude, &€. the other i§ isLwn^l Ppfce ^4* 
Compulfion. \ muft QWi\i I do not thmfc 
they rightly vjnderftand th« Chriftian Rplin 
gion, do not fcnpw what Sprft they are of^ 
or fliould be of, or indeed what: they woula 
be at, who enforce the Obfery^tipn of ^ 
Ghriftian Sacranaent, with all the dreadfu^ 
Rigors and terrible Pepaltips of the %'^ijk^ 
Law. 

Laftly, ^^ the, gathering of Sticks on the 
*^ Sabbath Day^ was Death By divine Apfoint'-, 
*^ ment.^' i. e. This feveje Penalty was in- 
fiided upon the firft Offender; whifh ha^ 
been wifely imitated by Civil (joy^rnmeat;s 
to eftablilh the Laws which theyenadeij, 
tiere is a wilful and prefumptnous Viqlatioa 
of a pofitive Duty I This in4eQd is fbme- 
thing like the wilful ancj preliimptuous 
Neglcd of Sapramentg, aad pught tp give 
Men fuitable Apprehenfions of the divihf 
Pifpleafure, allowing for the different man- 
lier of Inftitution* But this Skvefrity was 
not always us'd to the People of the Jews^ 

thro' 
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thro* tfie whole Couffe 6f their Affatrs; 
-fiay, they plainly pergei/d at l»ft, th^t. in 
Cxod'sr Intention, Mercy, that is,, their Selfi^ 
Prefcryation, was above, this fabbatical part 
o£ Sacrifice, and accordingly did cpiarageou- 
flyjdefend thcmfclv^s. agatnft tte^it Enemies 
€Jn the Sabbath-Day^ Befide§, wh^Sabr 
•baths come to Ixe. coitipar'd^ with Moral 
^TOngj^ ^God utterly hates and xk^ifts 
thcibi and' every: thing that belongs to their 
phleiVation. The Nim M(^ns and Sahbaths;^ 
the (sMng of Jffmhlies^ lean^ot amtty with ; 
iP is Iniquity y even thefvkinn Meetings &e. 
ISk. h 1%. - -.'..-• ^ 

,' LaJUjfy We have ah aipplc Decifion .ofoiMr 
bleflcdSaYiovii? ^n the inercifal fide ; Math. 
kii; 9^; vrbich: i* more to our piirpofe thaa 
thabof Jthe 5)th and i'3th, which yo^ choft 
to tzkQ notice of. V ; Walking through Cora 
Fidds tm tht Sahbath-Dtiy^ his, Difcipie^ 
svere hungry, ^and J>UicJi'd and ^rublb'd tho 
Eairs* .The ^harifees^ who were vaft^Ad-^ 
yocatcfi fer the pfitivty charge th$m with 
Breach of Sabbath. Our Lotd defends his 
Difcipies, by the JExample of David% eatr 
ing th^ Shew«-feread< 9lwgcs the ^k^rijees 
with hot khowShg the Me^i6igia»d prime 
Intention of thefe Things : IfyeJ^^ kaowa 
what this mcaneth^ I will ha^d Mkrcy;and not 
SacYipse^ ye would mf have condemned the 
Qmlilefi^ So mwh for the Sabbath; 

D • lean- 
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I canndt bat obferve again, what I hinted 
juft now, that it feems to me quite contraiy 
to the Defign of the Eucharift, that Mcik 
-ftiould be driven and fcourg'd to it with 
Threats and Terrors. The Advocates > for 
inftituted Religion muft not talk here is 
if they' Were got upon Mount EbaL^ th 
thh^ ^-^ ojf}{ as ye;Jhall drink if, in Remeni- 
hrancivfme. Mild arid 'merciful, and like 
the bleflki Jefiis ! -'Noty :if ye do not take 
the SacKiment every Day, or every Week; 
ye ftiali be dantnM, is ioijie four Bigots 
.would have it, if they could cftablifli their 
own Comment, Men ftiould be fweetly in*- 
vited, iCMnforted, 3ind -encouraged to cbme 
to thi$ fpiritual SartCfUef ; the ferene^and 
calm Delights and » Satisfaftidns wticrepf, if 
rightly underftoodi would be a^fufficitiit 
IndUcdmerit to them to do fo. Fbr'my 
own pirt, I am ikir frbrri thinking the State 
of religious Affairs toihtib depicrrable as 
the Authop would fuggeft*; dt that it is be- 
ton^e iieceflary td^pply defperate Remedies. 
We ought ^-^thci^ to blefs God for the great 
Numbers both of pious Communicants, and 
of good and juft Men, which are to be found 
in Towii and Couutry*; and to hope for the 
Concurrence of his Bleffing arid good Provi-» 
dence for the Reformation of all. 

I now proceed to your fecond Ground d£ 
Comparison, mz. • heneJit\of an bighsrl^nd^ 
mr more dlfuRvey or more tajiing^ p. ai. Ih 



■which .Cafe^ t prefume, the .CDiHiparifort 
will lie very much between the Advantage* 
of an adive or contemplative Life. The 
tJfe of Sacraments I take to be (except the 
external eating the Bread, and drinking the 
Wtne^ which you know are of fmall account) 
1 fay^ take the u^e of the Sacrament of the 
Lord*? Supper to be a State of Contemplation. 
Do not think that I am going to underva- 
lue the Sacraments j you cannot think I 
would; and God knows I would not. I 
rather wilh I had a Tongue and a Pen to 
exalt them to the higheft Pitch that mortal 
Imagination could rcHch : But then I will 
never exalt th^m above the Throne of God, 
which, is glorioully and magnificently ^dorn- 
' ed with Moral Attributes: He is array u with 
fSoodnels and Truth j Juftice and Judgment 
a« the Habitatioii of his Seat; be is fet in 
the Thro'ne that jcdgeth right* By Contem^ 
ttation^ I mean al^ mental Exercifes^ Prayer, 
Praife, /Thankfgiyingj, ; Loy?^ Repentance, 
&c. But, I never . met >vith any Qafuift that 
preferred Contcmpiatiorj to. Adion, or -the 
moft . pious and noble. Thoughts .to . good 
Works^ an idle ineffedual Faith,- toa Faith 
working by Love, There is a great deal of 
Morality; in a Sacrament ; (no doubt of it) 
and. the Soul is carried: as far aloft upon the 
Wing^ of Contemplation, when by that, no- 
ble Form of our excellent- Church, it joins 
with Jngeh and Archangels in Celebratian of 
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. the Deiiy, as it can perhaps by any bthcii^ 
Means of Grace in this State of Mortality : . 
But then it muft withal be retnembcr'd, 
that in the Scale of Duties, this high and 
liiblime State oi Contemplation is inferior, and 
ought to give way to one Work <^ Mercy ^ 
when their Times and Seafbns are incompi-* 
tible. Suppofe fuch an Accident as that in 
the Gofpel, of the Samaritan's taking care 
of the hurt and wounded Man, or 6£ any 
Man* circumvented and opprefs -d by iinjuft 
Law- Suits, and ready to be fwallow'd up 
and devoured by his mighty Opprcflbiis; I 
fay, there is nothing more Godlike, nbr any 
greater Duty in the World, than to itater-* 
pofe vigoroufly and efFedually in his Relief. 
Nay, I will venture to imitate the Scrips 
ture Stile lb far as to (ay, that he ought td 
negled and throw the Sacratnents at hii 
Heels, rather than be hitiiderM by them in 
any fuch like Cafe: And I think alfo that 
I have Tully and TfUotJbn on my fide. ^ Pray 
do not be fuiprifc'd at the Name of Tt(lfy ; 
he was an admirable Cafiiift, and by the 
help of a little Accommodation rtiight b6 
brought to talk excellently wdl upon.thife 
Subjeft. He talks fonaewhere, as I remem- 
ber, to this purpiofe : . " If a Pcrlbn was lb 
*' rais'd in Contemplation, that he was juft 
*^ ready to find out the Dimenfions of the 
^' Univerfe, the Number of the Stars, or 
^' any of the rnofi: valuable Secrets of Na- 
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^^ ture, and ' at tlk fame tunc an Opportii- 
!^ nity was ofFqcM him of faviri^ th« Life 
^Vof" cine Man, 4ie. ought immie;diatcly to 
**^ break the Chain pf his 'ThougHts, f<H'4^g9 
?^ j^lV'Ks !Dli!fc,over^€!S'^^^ahd^^ ^ the 

^^i)cl)t: and Duty /which he pwca to )mmaA 
^ .Sbclpty?' "But this only i^y.tlie byj j^ 
with Suftipi^on to ypur j&)ijirtely;V whetfier 
you wiU admit it Who v tW (^y the w^y) 
I cannot but tlhink th^re is a great ReleiDp- 
)3lknce between this Sentiment and what w? 
are taught by the Chrrftiam Rtligion^ as wdtt 
»s the Light of Natup^. ; ^ i^ • ; 

By every CirbumHance of the Creation^ it 
appears that God d€iign^4 /'^^ cbnlult the 
tiopd, Benefit,^ and Happineis ofMankintI; 
X^iTheh we Todk around us, we find ourfelvcp 
eiicompajis^d with infinite Exprelfions of 
iLoye and merciiul rDefign. Now what 
€an we liippbie flipuld be more ^xpe&ed of 
us^ than that we SEoxild JecothJ the Intentten 
of our •Maker, <x)ntribute to his general 
IBnds^ and by confequence^ as a main £i^ 
jprdffion of oiir Duty to him, apply our 
lelvesabove all things to the benefit i^ig, 
helping, and doii^ good to Mankind ? 

If I know any thing of the Ghriftian Rcr 
ligioQ, it does entirely confirm ind eftablilji 
this way of thinking. As to yx)ur J^otipi^ 
that there arc Ibme fort of Duties owing tp 
'Angels and • Archangels, which are mpxc 
cohfiderable than what we owe to Men, 

this 
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this I take to be a niecr JjejB:, and flhall t^jfce 
^aii Opportunity to treat it accordingly be-» 
fore I have done. The Scriptures, 1 am 
ftire, do always confider Good done to Man^ 
'h Obedience to^ and Imitation ofGod^ as the 
higheft and greateft of Duties. But you wil| 
Jay, this is^ an. vgi^pv nrcp'^iefi^y ,thc fecond 
Table before riie firft. I ^nfwer, there, is 
not much |ii. that ; if if is the Will and 
^leafure of Almighty God jto prefer thefe 
Duties, then they are guilty of a icepnepp 
yg^ep^ who gainfay it, and are found to 
"fight againft God. 

. Now if this be the Cafe, tho* w^e oaght 
fometimes to go up into the Mount a^ Mo- 
y^i did, and tHo*.we flxomldlifve fo good i^ 
•Tafte as to like and Icife^ it, and wifti to 
trontinue in it, faying, it is good for us to hi 
"here:, yet it is the Will of God that we 
. fiiould come down^ and go through the Streets 
^boutour Bufinefs, as Chrift did, doing good. 
Contemplation is not the thing ; . 'tis Bufinefs 
which is our Errand and Commiflioft in this 
World ; Bufinefs chiefly here, arid an happy 
and delicious Contemplation for ever hereaf- 
ter. 

J cannot be fure whether you will, allow 
"^that I do Juftice to your Method in this 
way of treating ; I am fure it is my'Defire 
to do fo. You firft fet forward a Compari- 
fon between pofitlve Commands and morah^ 
and then afterwards, under the Subjed of 

Sacra- 



Sacraments/ treat the Matteri over again 
fluich in the fame way. I have takeii I;i-» 
berty (for which indeed I flioiaMihavie ask^il 
jKaudon before) to confider thcfe Matters 
binder one View/ in which. :L aim -d at Peri 
fpicuity and Brevity, and a quick Decifiom 
The Inftance^ which you :give of preaching 
the Gofpel^ I prefume will be claSm'donthir 
moral Side; the fame I wotild believe of 
Writing Books, or any other laudable k.6&9 
vity cither in civil or xeligious Affairs $ 
fcadily making you at the (axnc time the 
obliging Conceflion and Compliment, that 
Jjcribere eji agere. 'i .i. . ' 

S^e ^oor y'e have ahoaylimthy^^^ but. me 
y^ have not dwaysy is now,:iik\fi>me meai> 
fore, reversed. . The Sactaments (thanks be* 
to 'God) werliavc always' c^^h.us; but aa 
Opportunity of doing any great or ieaibfia*^ 
blfe Aft of Mcroy or Charity^' is not to be; 
loft. I do cordialjly believe^ ' that Almighty, 
Qq& would gcnrfally difpeofo. with what is* 
4ue to.hinifelf ^in the way-ofvpofitive lafti^ 
tutiops,: when;iit) inteijfcres with' any Dutj^^ 
or good SenAioe wh^h we might da.td^ 
Ghriflfs Jlcp^lifttatfVc, I mean our Brother* 
iR'DiftreJ^.c' likXA.Many pofiti'Oe Mfln! will: 
HQt be diQ)eiis'd \frinK He will adhere tO... 
the Letter^; arid under pretence of Obedirl 
doce^ win -CTBdc ajid dqjfeat th6 , true Wiib 
arid' Intention o£ hi& Creatbn Mary\ andt 
Martha?^ Gaf? haa^agood Aiped ^i^ayQiwf 
:::;:. Caufe; 
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Czxi&i IrihaU dot gorafacmt tfufpoSik any 
good ESEedit inay .hare: upon it, smf far^ 
therthaa lof daftrvfaig, that >'tb litcjy hci« 
was not the iame Diftf e& ai\d Kedrffily, a^ 
in plucking the Bart o£ Com on tho &b^ 
bath^iXifjr. -.-.'^ -..;,:' ... 
^ Adyaocing ficrni licnce .to wlaat. j^u &y 
upon the Ufb.of the Saci^uni^nts conipar^d 
with Mocal Bnties, I find tht Gompairilbns 
ccnne thick and ftrong, ami tumfd quickly 
to a Decision in* fayour o£ the pofitire; ki 
TuSy ohfermes of the Stoical way dfDijfputa^ 
tion. , ^P^age^^^^ffrkatffver cm h^ /aid if 
*' tke Chriftian Religion^ ast^ul f9 Ki^\ 
^ and Sf^ati^Syvi^ the pime 

^ maybe fiuii9fMf<6l^C^lJ&anS^ 
This Gotiijtnendatian is&o-fetchfd and pro* 
oairionsj^ ^nceii(tk>'< it be aa ikiyidious OIh 
ierTadon)'eyen;Q'i^gioas^Men may be^g^Kid 
Friends to thp Peace o£ the State, ai^tiid 
^imeiesxA oM^ vAgairj;^" Js: the SacroA 
^' fnents a^^f Bites of ^ cpvemntifig mttb <S(^ 
^ ^re JoieMn B»g0gemmtf5 ^ io\ aUimdnnerr^pf 
*1 Virt^e^ Means {fGrate^ (that fe/w^l^iStoJ 
^f in this Viem they eocceedranytm) !miralj)a^> 
^1 tiej that amie fKtnidytic^ j(This ^ ifi /hctt? 
^tid clbie, and particular. enough.) lofanw 
DutieSj the Love of God/ aruixriar Niig^ 

CMceSy Faith and Rcpentanoey og^inft) 

them. It may" be feifonabk to wed^e: inp 

h^rc z j^emaril^ \vltich I^defign'd to maket 
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upon your contending for the Pre-eminence 
of Sacraments, becaule they 3,Te federal , 
BJfeSy and proving them to be lb i viz. that 
it is not ejQTential to the Notion of federal 
Rites that they fhould be repeated^ or fre- 
quently ; which is what we all fliould con- 
tend for upon right Principles, in behalf of 
the Holy Communion. 

You proceed ; " J.U the pious and virtu^ 
ous DifpoJitioHs formed in the Mind by the 
confcientious Ufe of Sacraments^ (you 
might add, and of all the other Means of 
Grace ) *'^ will abide for ever'* That is , 
the Means will vanifli, the End remain j 
the Scaffolding of Sacraments will be taken 
away, the Virtues and Graces built thereon 
will abide for ever. Judge what Advan- 
tage is got by this. If the Sacraments are 
more than Means ( as you contend ) then 
lure they would not ceale after Death. 

I think thele Matters go fo well on our 
Side, that I need not follow you up with 
an Argument, ex abfurdo^ thus, — ^If Sa- 
craments have that intrinjkk Good and Excels 
lence in them^ that they fhould be preferred 
to any Thing that is Moral \ then it would 
follow, that we fliould do nothing elfe but 
receive the Sacrament, ten, fuppofe, or 
twenty times a Day. A rare Trade. for 
Mafs-Priefts ! But fure that noble Reforma- 
tion which we have gain'd from the Papifts, 
would be ne'er the better for it. AIL De^ 
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votion ! no Time to Pradife ! This would 
do indeed in Heaven, but is utterly impra- 
dicable in this State of Mortality ; to which 
to conform, according to the Moral Scheme, 
is the height of our Duty, and the fupreme 
Pleafure of the Almighty, 

There is one thing which you propofe 
f. 23. in behalf of pofitive Religion in ge* 
neral, which I fliould have pafs'd over as 
a fniall Toy or Curiofity, but that you 
' complain, " that no Reply has been hitherto 
/^ fo much as attempted to it.** This juftly 
recalls our Attention to the Paflage, which 
ftands fo : " The violating one pofitive ^re^ 
^' cept jirfi brought in Sin^ and thereupon ^ 
^^ Flood of Mifery into the Worldj which we 
'^' y^ffi^i ^t this iXiiyy I anfwer, that in a 
State almoft of Perfection , and only two 
Perfons being in the World, Moral Vir^ 
tue had not near lb much Compafej 
was little or nothing indeed, in Compari- 
fon of what it is now in this State of Trouble 
and Confufion, amidft this 'Flood of Mifery 
which you fpeak o£. This might be the 
Realbn why God was pleased to exercife. the 
Obedience of our firft Parents with a Pro* 
hibition. This Prohibition, 'tis lijcely, 
mijght have continued only for. a ihort 
Time, and the Occafioh of it have been rei^ 
fnov'd upon the Increafe of Mankind. 
,Thcre was no Comparifon or Cbmpetitioii 
pf Duties,, as there \% now, hafilyy H^d 
- • ' V there 
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. there beeti no Tranfgreffion of that pojitl^i 
Precept, there had been no Chrljilan Sacra^-^ 
ments in. the World : Think of that Mafter 
Author of the Remarks. 

I nbw advance to your favourite Topick 
pf 'Angels and Archangels^ and all the He a^ 
venly Hofl^ which you have 1h pompoufly 
dilplay'd in the feveral Parts of your Trea*- 
tile, to ftrengthen and fupport the totter- 
ing Fabriclc:., I told you before, that I 
fliould meet you with . chearful Boldnefs ift 
this i^aif Field of ^hilippi, which in all Pro- 
babih'ty will be cover'd with the ghaftly 
Ruins of many a fanciful Notion* You 
Tay, p. j). " The Duties of Love and Refpeti 
^^ towards Angels (^when we Jhall com to 
know them ) ha'Oe as much the Nature of 
Moral DutieSy and may he as jujity Jb 
^^ 7^//W, (^s any Moral Duties we owe to one 
*^ another ; and are of as fx'd and unaltera^ 
^^ ble Ohligatlon. Indeed^ they are in fame 
^^ R^fP^^-^y <f ^^^^ lajilng Obligation than 
^^ any Moral or Natural Duties ^ fuch as 
*^ Almjglvlngy vljitlng the Slcky relieving th& 
^' Opfrepd, &c/' 

• In the firft Place, I beg Leave to asfc 
and demand what the Duties towards AngeU 
have to do with tlie Sacraments? HoMr 
come they any ways to be Effential to 
them? 'Tis fure you have fo mix'd up this 
Notion with that of the Eucharlji^ as if 
they were part of it^ or did really belong 
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to it. Why, the Cafe I take to b6 thij5. 
Our Service has very beautifully introduced 
our Communicants joining in the Praifes of 
God, and Celebration of the Deity, joinings 
{I fay) with the whole Choir of Heaven, 
-^—Therefore with Angels and Archangels^, and 
nU the havenly Hojly &c. But fure, if this 
beautiful Form had never been added to 
the Office (which excellent as it is, it is 
poffible it might not, there being no Scrip- 
ture Authority for it ) the Virtue and Ef- 
ficacy of a Sacrament would have been the 
very fame as it is, for all that. This I be- 
lieve is lb plain, that I need not ufe the 
Suppofition of any other Churches not ma- 
king ufe of the lame Form, th^ Validity 
of whofe Sacraments would lure never be 
called in Queftion for that. Next, I beg 
ieave to obferve, that there is a wide Dif- - 
ference between joining with Angels and 
Archangels in the Praifes of the Deity, and 
the Confideration of any Duties which we 
owe to them. Sure, the doing the former, 
does not any ways imply the latter; and if 
there are certain religious Duties which we 
owe to Angels and Archangels, we muft 
loo|s: for the Ground and Obligation of them 
clfewhere. 

I will now, with your Leave, take the 
Liberty to enquire more roundly about 
thtic Duties y or Ju^po/ed Duties^ which we 
pwe to Angels^ ^c. And if there ba any 

fuch, 
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fiich, to confider whether they have any 
Weight or Moment in the Accompts of 
jReligion, equal, or any ways comparable to 
the Duties which we owe to God, and dur 
earthly Neighbours; The Scriptures take 
JNotice of the Readinefs and Alacrity of the 
hlejfed Angels In doing the Will of God'^ they 
alfo take frequent Notice of their Mini-* 
Jftries, Meflages, and good Offices done to 
us (unworthy as we are) by the Appoint- 
ment and Favour of God to us. So far 
they are Patterns of a right Obedience and 
Humility. But alas ! though we have 
comfortable Reafon to hope, that they have 
a great deal to do with us for our Good ; yet 
I am afraid it will not appear that we have 
any Thing to do with them. All Trafficfc 
,and Intercaurfe with them on our Srdk> vi^ 
to Addreflcs ^ Petitions, rnaking Intcteft 
with them, or even paying them Acknowr 
ledgments, i3 cut off, and inhibited. Our 
Thanks and Praifes for all thefe Ipirituat 
good Offices are turn'd off from Angels, and 
di reded to God. 

^Tis poffible by this time you may begin 
tq take Notice, how much your Notions 
fall in with one of the moft fpecious Errors 
of Popery, and ( if I may be allow'd to 
lay it ) how far mine agree with the pure 
and chafte Dodrine of the Church of Eng-- 
land.. I wilh this may prove the only Inr 
ftance of too familiar Approach to the 

Church 
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Church of Rome. I am afraid your whole 
manner of exalting the facrijkal Part above 
the Moral J will be thought to have too 
great a Tendency that way. For my part, 
I know you better, than to have any hard 
Thoughts at all of you ; but if you confi- 
der how jealous and fulpicious the Gentry of 
"this Nation, and others, generally are of us 
in this Matter, (I do not blame their ho- 
neft Zeal in this, but hope they will excuie 
me, when I fay, there is no Caufe or 
Ground for it ) you will pardcfti this Free- 
dom, and (if you judge right) will .not 
like me the worle for it. — But to return to 
our Duties to Angels. 

As they do friendly Offices to us, it iriuft 
be allowed that there is fomething due to 
them, if we knew how • to pay it, or to 
which of them. But their whole Nature 
and Condition is difiFerent, and disjoined 
from ours. All mutual Intercourfe and A6- 
quaintance is cut ofiF, by the high and fo- 
vereign Will of God , and no doubt for 
great and wife Reafbns, and fuch as very 
much concern us upon a religious Account. 
Therefore where the Party does not appear, 
or whofe Exiflence is not difcover'd to us in 
fuch a diflind and particular Manner, that 
we can conceive it Perfonally, there can be 
•no Duty owing or fubfifling on our Sides. 
'Duty of Love, Honour and Refpeft to 
'Angels, is no Duty of this World, that I 

know 
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fcnow of, except the Occafion fliould be ve- 
ry extraordinary. In cafe of an Appari- 
.tion or Vifitation of an heavenly Gueft, I 
fuppofe we need not be inftruded before- 
hand to pay more Honour and Refped to 
Michael^ or. Gabriel^ than we would do to a 
Cripple. But iuch Honours are not to be 
lexpefted in thefe degenerate Times. Per- 
haps they do pftner than we are aware of, 
yifit our Minds, and ihed Ibme chearful and 
benign Influence upon them. And if An- 
gels and Archangels, then the Spirits of juft 
Men may do this ^ but ftill in liich a way, 
4s not to give us Opportunity of payirig 
Jhofe Duties of Honour and Refped which 
-you talk of. Who knows but I have had 
:a Vifit from Ttlktfotfs gentle Shade, com- 
forting, and fweetly ftirring up my Spirits 
.to undertake this mighty Champion for the 
Pofitive ? — But this is only Conjedure, 'tis 
what I cannot know, or be fure of: In vain 
I look about for his amiable Spirit; in vain 
I would pay him the higheft of Civil Ho^ 
fioursy which the moft tenderly inflam'd 
Fancy could devile. 

It appears then, that Duties to Angels, 
&c. are no Duties of this World : There is 
no Religion dire3 ( as you call it ) in them^ 
All our Duty is already ftiar'd between G(?^ 
^nd our Neighbour^ and thefe are Ibme what 
too remote to bear the Relation of Neigh* 
lx)\irhQodt ; Chrift has left other Repreftn^ 
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tatives; and the Conditions of Salvation 
are certain iridilpenfable Duties to be paid 
to our Brethren of this World, ^age 6p. 
Where you treat all this Affair over again, 
or rather repeat the pompous Difplay,. a- 
mongft others, you weave this fine Com-, 
mendation ; " In fecular Duties^ Secularity 
*^ Is apt to creep In too much ; and It is not 
^^ very eajy always^ in the performing theniy 
^^ to keep the Mind and Heart intent upon 
*^ Gody &c/' But I fuppofe in thofe unfe- 
cular Duties which you prefer, the Matter 
is quite othcrwile. Here the great Duty 
of loving our Neighbour as our felves, is 
difparag'd, and even brought under Sufpi- 
cion of Impiety, becaufe, forlboth, " Se^ 
^' cularity is apt to creep in ; *' we muft not 
perform fecular Duties, for fear of Secula- 
rity. I thought the Performance of Duties 
in Obedience to (jod, had been a Means to 
keep Secularity oi;it, and that the great;pr 
Degrees of fuch Performance would have 
had a proportionable Effcft j but it Icems I 
was miftafcen. You may fay, that you 
fpeak of Duties not done from Principle 
and a Regard to God; but this is contrary 
to the Suppofition ; they would not then 
be Duties, but only like the opus operatum 
of the Sacrament. But perhaps you will 
fay thefe Duties to Angels^ &c are only to 
be learn' d in this World, and to commence 
( as to Praftice ) in the next ; and to help 

this 
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this lErafion in Cafe of Diftrefs, • that Salt-o 
(^* when wejhall come to know them'') was 
poffibly clapp'd in. This muft be fubmit- 
ted to the Judicious, whether after fuch a 
warm manner of cpntcnding for a Prefc- 
renee of thefe Duties to Almjgivlng^ tifiting 
the Skk^ reUeving the Opprejpdy 6tc. fuch 
an Evafion fliould be allow'd you. If it is 
allowed you, then it feems thefe Duties to 
Angels, &c. are not to be performed, but 
only learned hefe^ (a more evanid Ibrt of 
Duty than the former) and that chiefly 
at the Sacraments. I never Uiiderftood be- 
fore, that one Defign of frequently recei- 
ving the holy Q>mmunion, was to learn 
Iicffons of Duties to Angels, &c. or in- 
deed, that there were any fucb Lefibns to 
be learned in that religicras Performance^ 
This whole Matter loems tof jne to be a 
piece of empty Curiofity. Of what Coi** 
fequence or Importance is it for us fo ftudf- 
oufly to inform our felves how we ftiall be- 
have towards Angels? &c. Our great Bufi- 
nels is by doing all that we owe to God and 
our Neighbour, to fave our Souls j which 
if we are io happy and bleffed of God as to 
do, there is no fear that when we come in- 
to the other World, we fliould be at a lofi 
about Behaviour, that we ihould be tin^ 
skilful in the Ceremonial Part ; or fo awk- 
ward and foolifli, as to pay thofe Honours 
to fimple Cherabims, which are only due 
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to the highcft Archangels. But Ifwc 
ftionld, they arc too generous to take Ad- 
vantage of our Miftakcs. They are too ge- 
nerous to take Advantage of this free and 
honeft Liberty which we ufe in treating of 
this Subjeft; and I muft own, if I fay any 
thing amifs upon it, which I hope I have 
not, or fliail not, I ihall be more afraid of 

fojtpive Man^ than of any Reientments of 
Jngels or Jrchangels. 

This Topick of Aqgels ?ind Archangels, 
( as far as I have obferv -d ) is generally vc- 

. ry jejuae as to any thing of great Ufe or 
Profit in the Chriftian Life. It may be an 

. Amuiement to curious and fanciful People, 

-but of finall Iniiportance in a Religion 
which is free frcym Superftition., The Ju^ 
thor may try his Hand, and make a pretty 
fort of Lanciiskip of it, for any thing th^it 
I know,; 'out I am afraid of little Force or 
Confecji>encc to the Matter now in Dif- 
pute^ ' 

1 muft own it is very natu^ral . for vain 
Man to hanker and afpire after the Hierari- 
chy, to claim Acquaintance with Angels 
and Archangels, and to make himfelf con- 
fiderable by paying them any forts of Dc-r 
voirs and Refpeds ; but this is corrupt Na- 
ture; Pure Religion difcountenances it ; 
there are no Chriftian Politicks which will 
warrant us to get acquainted with their par- 
ticular 
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ticiilar Charaders, -in order to hfelp or ad^ 
vance our Affairs by their Affiftance* 

, But the \vorft of all is, that this is con- 
tended for to the Prejudice of thofe Duties. 
which we indilpenfibly owe to our poor, 
fick, and unfortunate Neighbour : We af- 
fect to be fo taken up with Angels and 
Archangels, that we muft, forfboth, over- 
look and defpife our beggarly Fellow-Crea- 
tures in this World, who are Chrift's true 
Reprefentatives, and have a Right to our 
moit vigorous Ads of Duty, by his moft 
exprels Command : In as much as ye have 
done it unto the leaji ofthefe my Brethren^ ye 
have dene It unto me. Sure there is fome- 
thing in the Author's Inftances which have 
led me into this way of Thinking ? Yes ; 
the brighteft Inftances of moral Duty and 
Virtue which he has afforded us, are Jlmf- 
giving^ &c. Nothing to quicken, refrcfli, or 
awaken the Mind of his Reader towards the 
Excellency of Moral Virtue, but Jlmjgiving/ 
No Inftances of heroick Virtue exerted in 
all the Compafs of a focial Life, but giving 
an Jilms to a poor Man ! But be it io^ I join 
Iflue with you even in this ; I refer it to 
your fecond Thoughts, whether my Duty 
to my poor, fick, and opprejQTed Neighbour, 
is not more material, is riot fet upon aa 
higher Point of View in a Scripture Light, 
than any fort of Duties or Devoirs which 
I ought to pay to Angels? &c. I refer it,, 

^ % ' whe- 
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whether all our FcUow-Crcaturcs about m' 
have not a more direft Right to a focial 
Confideration from us, than any Angels or 
Archangels whatfoever ? Becaufe, forfooth, 
we hope to converle with them to Eternity^ 
fliall we forfake the Poft of Duty which 
God has allotted tis at prefent, or judge 
thofe Offices mean and contemptible, which 
Chrift has proposed to us as glorious, and 
done unto his own Perfon ? Bleffed Jelu ! 
is my Duty to my p6or and ficfc Neighbour 
put in Competition, or nam*d in the lame 
Day, with my Duty to Angels, &c. in thefe 
Times, in a Proteftant Country, in a Dis- 
pute between Proteftants ? Pardon my juft 
Grief: I hope Occafions will be remoy'd, 
a,nd the Infeaion not fuffer'd to fprcad^ 
. I ftiall only obferve further upon this Sub- 
jeft, that in the Ufe of the holy Communi- 
oa according to that moft admirable Form 
which our Church has provided for us, there 
is a great deal to animate and excite us to 
the Performance of focial Duties. The ho- 
ly Ordinance is made equally ferviccablc to 
promote our Duty to God and Men. V 
would put you in mmd alfb (for indeed you 
ftem to want it) that the Entrance into 
this iblemn Office, confifts of a noble Col- 
ieftion of Exhortations to diftributiye Cha- 
rity and Beneficence. I only mention one, 
becaule it feems to give a particular Light 
to the Subjed, viz. Tqdo^oody and to difiri-^ 
... ^ - ' bute 



[ 45 ] 

hute forget fioty for with fuch Sacrifices God 
is well f leafed. But in the whole, from be- 
ginning to end, there is not one Word or 
Intimation of Duties to Angels, &c^ that I 
can recoiled or think of. 

I muft own I think my felf more parti- 
cularly obliged to take Pains to extticate the 
Author out of thefc Miftakcs, becauie I da 
lirmly believe that my felf was the innocent 
Occafion of his falling into fome of them. 
About fix Months ago, I preach'd a Sermoa 
at St. Mary's in CamM^ey upon the Sub- 
jeCfc of doing Juftice to all Beings j from that 
of the Prophet, which much concerns thia 
Subjed \ What doth the Lord require of thee ^ 
hut to do ju^fyy 2Cg. And I think I efpjr 
fome Traces of that Difcouifc in the Au^ 
thof s Treatife. I may be miftaken, there 
may be Vanity,, there m^y be o^er^weening^ 
Conceit in this Opinion : But let that palsj 
the Sermon it fclf,^ and Memory of the Au- 
ditors, may help to clear that Matter. If 
it is as I fuppofe, the Author has done mce 
a vaft Honour, and is heartily welcome to 
any Aids that I could furnifh him with^ 
Nay, I own he had a legal Right to thcia 
after liich a Publication ; but therx I hope it 
will be allowed me, that I have an equal 
Right to interrupt and hinder him in a Mifj 
application ; I ought to proteft againft a 
wrong Concomitancy. I never defign'd i«> 
any thing that I faid, to prefer and exalt 

the 
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the pofitive fide of the Queftion above the 
moral and merciful. Next tb God, after a 
Confideration of all other Beings that we 
can poflibly be concerned with, I entirely 
gave the Preference to the great Duty which 
we owe our Neighbour, Man ; that indeed 
is an inexhauftible Field of Duty. But I 
ask pardon for troubling the Reader with 
thefe Trifles, and haften to other Matters 
which concern this Subjed. 

At />. 5(J. I find Differences rife to fuch 
an Height, and are carried on lb warmly 
between you and your Opponent, (I don't 
indeed well know which is Refpondent and 
which Opponent) that it is high time fome 
Moderator fhould interpole. You are as 
diftant as Heaven and Earth, you have not 
common Patience with what each other 
fays : Your Oppofite (as you report him) 
jEiys, Moral Virtues are in themjelves ac^ 
cepahle to God : And a holy^ gooa^ and juji 
Beingj cannot but approve the Man that is 
gffoern'd by them. They want nothing to make 
them accept able y nor can any thing make them 
fnore acceptable than they are. They are aU 
ready ^erfe&ion^ the exaB Imitation of God 
himfelfy &c. Toufay^ upon reading this Pa- 
ragraph, you knew not what to think ^ 
it, nor whether to call it Popery j or ^a^ 
kerijm. I told you before, you are top im- 
patient ; you confound what is faid of Vir- 
tue in the Abftrad, with the Failings and 

Dcfea« 



[47] 

' Defeds of Men ; you will not leparate and 
diftinguiftx what is bright and glorious in 
the Attributes of God, from the Faults and 
Blefnilhes of laps'd and finful Men. ^ Sure, 
if you, or any Man, ever talked or writ 
about Moral Virtue in an abftrafted way, 
you could not avoid faying Ibmething or 
other not very different from this. If there 
h?d been Ho Fall^ and Mankind had only 
fofm'd themlelvcs upon the Imitation of the 
divine Attributes, this that you fcornfuUy 
call ^aherifm and Popery ^ would have been 
the Language and Philofophy of Paradile. 
Even now, laps'd as we are, and concluded 
under Sin, I do not fee what ought to hin- 
der us of the Pleafure and Benefit of fuch 
pifcourfe. What Impropriety is it flill to 
fay, th?it Moral Virtue {abJiroBedlyconJider'd) 
wants nothing to make it acceptable? Pray 
what does the Moral Virtue of Angels (if I 
may call it fb) want to make it acceptable ? 
SinjfulMen do want fbmcthing to make them 
acceptable^ but that is by realbn of their Fail- 
ings and Dcfe6-s in Moral Virtue. The Er- 
ror of Quakerifm, is a Pretence to adual Per- 
feftion in their own Perfbns, contrary to 
that of the ApofHe, If we fay that we have 
no Sin, we deceive our felves^ and the Truth 
i^ not in usj 8Cc. Popery pretends to all that; 
and a great deal, to fpare; Supererogation, 
a Bank of Merit, and fuch Stuff. But fure 
we of the Church of England^ inay very well 

be 
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be allowed to look at th^ Beauties of Moral 
Virtue, when at the fame time we are very 
well aware of the Failings and Defeds cf 
Men. You go on, change the Term, and 
very unfairly clap in human inftead of moral 
/Virtues J and then, forfooth, it is human 
Virtues arc very fliort and defcdive: I tell 
you, Men areftiort and defedivc; hxit fidrt 
and defe&ive cannot belong to any Virtue^ 
Cfuatenus Virtue. *' They are no exO^ Imita^ 
^^ tlan of God J but very far from it:'* I lay 
they are an exad Imitation of God, bttt 
Men falllhort of the Copy. " ihey want the 
f^ aH-prevailing Merits ofChrtfi to make them 
f"^ acceptable.^' They don't want the all-pre- 
vailing Merits of Ghrift to make them ac- 
ceptable, but Men want them for their SinSy 
that is, their Defeds in Virtue. '' Cornelius 
*^ was a Man of exemplary Moral Virtues^ a 
^ juji Many and one that feared God^ &c. and 
^^ yet he wanted to come to St. Peter in order 
^^ tohefav'dr 'Tis very true ; theBufincfs 
is foon done with the rgra^ju^ \ and if we 
could find you Cornelius'^ xnovTj you would 
§0on make good Chriftians of them. The 
nth Article fays, Good Works cannot put 
away our Sins^ {t\o ; only the Merit and Sa-» 
tisfadion of our Saviour Chrift can do that:) 
Moral Virtue may ftand its own Ground, 
bat it cannot compenfate for Vice: So far 
the Article favours us, tho' we areconfider- 
ing thefe Things in a Ibmewhat difierent 
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Height from ^Vhat it does) yet are they plea*» 
ling and acceptable to God in Chrift. 

I pafs by many Things which it would be 
cndlefs to talk of j but a fine Flower out of 
one of the Fathers falutes mine Eye ; " The 
** Bread in the Euchariji is the Medicine of 
^^ Immortality^ our Antidote that we Jhoutd 
^^ not diej' &c. This is Ibmething like cul- 
ling us of our Exiftence* I am glad yoii 
don't trouble us with many of the Fathers 
upon this Occafion j the Subjeft is too leri*- 
ous* The Medicine of Immortality / No, no J 
take my word for it, it is the Medicine of 
Sin* Our Jntidote^ that we Jhould not die / 
It is our Antidote againft the Poifon of Sin^ 
which indeed would otherwife deftroy us 
effedually. But as you fay {p^ 60.) " Thd 
*^ Jncients are fet light by^ and Appeals ar^ 
*^ often made to Scripture by fuch as know d 
*' great deal lefs of the true Senfe of Scripture 
^* than the Ancients did!* I don't know that^ 
as to fome of them : I believe fome of y out 
Fathers are but weak Brothers^ if the Truth 
was known* However, I do not differ with 
you, as to the Honour and Eftimation of 
the Fathers in the main ; I would only pre- 
vent ill Ufes which may be made of them j 
and if any one has hurt his Temper, and 
impaired his Chriftianity by the immoderate? 
Ufe of them, gently take him by the Hand^ 
and reduce him into the right way* 
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The Objedor a$fcs> " Did our Saviour or 
" his Jpojiles ever treat Moral Virtue in this 
" Manner?'' I don't know ; the beft way 
for every one to fatisfy himlelf, is to confir 
der the Beatitudes, the Sermon in the 
Mount in general, the Miracles, A^s, and 
Dilcourfts of our Lord, particularly that lb- 
lemn one of the laft Tribunal. " He injirii&s 
^^ us to call our f elves unprofitable Servants'^ 
The Reafon why we fhomd do fo, is not 
that we ftiould pradife an afFeded Humili- 
ty, but becaufe we really are fo : Our Gpod" 
fiefs docs not extend unto God; and tho' 
we fhould do all that we are commanded, 
(which is an unlikely Suppolition) yet our 
Moral Virtue would not be profitable unto 
God \ but he would approve of it for all 
that. " And St. }ohnJays'y the Blood ofje^ 
^^ fus Chrlft cleanfeth us from all Sin ; that 
" is, from our Defed? of Moral Virtue/' Sm 
is nothing dfe but I>efe<9; of Moral Virtue. 
^' The Blood ^ Chrifi and his Merits^ have a 
*' proper Efficacy towards procuring the Sal- 
" vation of Men ^ and that nothing elfe has'* 
That is, becaufe all Men are Sinners. We 
fliall find our Account in^ good Works Ibmc 
way or other. If thele few Anfwers are not 
done in a more carelefs manner, than what 
they are an Anfwer to, I hope I may be 
partly excused \ let us advance to the Merits 
oftheCaufe. 

I now 
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I now proceed to a rematkable Chap- 
ter, the Contents whereof are, Objetilons 
anjwer'd. ^age 27. If we have any folemn 
I)ecifions of the Old or New Teftament 
in favour of our Side of the Queftion ; if 
God by the Mouth of his Prophets, and 
Jelus Chrift, have declared in favour of the 
Moral Part ; thefc muft be confider'd as 
trivial Objeftions againft your ' Dodrine, 
and treated accordingly. J believe you have 
told us twenty times in your Treatifc, that 
God is to be ohefd. Did you ever fuppofe 
that any Mortal would difpute that with 
you? God is to be obey'dy and true Obedience 
is to pleafc him in iliewing Regard to fuch 
Inftances of Duty as he does chiefly require. 
What then ? Is it Mercy or Sacrifice that he 
.does chiefly value ? After Jefus Chrift has 
laid, Go cknd learn what that meanethy upon 
occafion of his Dilciples plucking Ears of 
Corn upon the Sabbath-Day, are we ftill at 
a lofs to know the Mind of God ? 

Your Anfwcrer had faid, " ^ojittve In^ -. 
^^ Jiitutionsy &c. are treated as meer Nothings^ 
^' as Things not required at all. . See how the 
" Prophets have treated the whole Mojaic 
^^ DiJpenfatioUy when compared with doing 
" j^fib^ ^^^ /a2;i»g; Mercy y and walking hum-- 
" bly with God/'' To which you reply, The 
Gentleman is much mijlakeny if he imagines 
^ that this at all affe&s the ^efiion \ walkijTg 
bun^ly 'with Gody is walking " in the way of 
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his Ordinances^ SCc. (by which I fuppofe you 
mean SacrlficeSy Sabbaths^ and fuch like*) 
Was ever fuch a carelefs and fupercilious 
Anfwer given to fuch weighty Matter? 
The Gentleman is very much mistaken. 
Sir, it is time to throw away our Pens, if 
we rnuft be treated in this manner; and 
fure we ftiould do it, if a Senfe of higher 
Duty and OWigation did not conftrain us. 
Did you ever hope to get rid of inch an Au-- 
thority, with fuch a little fuperficial An- 
fwer as that you have given? No; I will 
endeavour to make it ftare you in the Face, 
before I have done with it \ and, for my 
part, am very willing that the Fortune of 
the whole Caule fhould be determined, if 
you, or any of your fojitlve Friends are able 
to give a true and fatisfaftory Anfwer to it. 
The forlemn Paflkge is in Mk. vi. 6^ 7, 8. 
Wherewith Jhall I come before the Lcrdy and 
how my felf before the high God? Shall I come 
before him with Biirnt^offerings^ with Calves, 
of a Tear old? Will the Lord be f leafed with 
thoufands oj Ramsy or with ten thoufands of 
Rivers ofOyl? Shall I give my Firjl^born for 
my Tran/greffioUy the Fruit of my Body for the 
Sin of my Soul^ He hath fhewed thee^ Man^ 
what is good\ and what doth the Lord require 
ofthecy but to do jufily^ and to love Mercy ^ 
and to walk humbly with thy God ? You fay 
God muft be obey'd ; he has required SacriV 
fices and Oblations ; (if there be any PifFc»' 
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rence between Sacrifices and Sacraments, it 
is againft you). This Man offers Sacrifices 
and Oblations as required, he offers more 
than is required, even the greatefl Exceft 
and Magnificence ; but thefe are rejeded 
upon Comparifbn, and "Jujiice^ Mercy ^ and 
humble walking with Ged^ are preferred. The 
Prophet taketh away the firfl that he may 
cftablifh the fccond; he degrades Sacrifices, 
and prefers Moralities: But you lay, ihe 
Gentleman is mifiaken ;. by humble walking with 
Gody is meant walking with him in the way of 
""his Ordinances^ that isy Sacrifices^ not Mora- 
lities. So it feems the Prophet talks in a 
moft tedious and unintelligible Circle. Sa- 
crifices are meant and rejedtcd in the firft 
Member relating to the pofitive Side ; and 
then are meant again by what is claimed on 
the mora] Side, and put in Company with 
Juftice and Mercy ; they are meant by that 
very thing which is preferred to them. This 
is very fine ! 

You lay further, ^^ Godjlighted Sacrifces 
^^ as part only of Obedience.-' Yes, he did fo; 
and as the inferior Part too. You lay, " hy-^ 
focritically ferform'd'* That does not at all 
appear in this Inftance : The Man who here 
comes to bow himfelf before the mcji high 
Gody appears to do it from the moft cordial 
Dilpofition, and the moft religious Princi- 
ple : He offers his Sacrifice as worthily as 
any Man 'can be luppos'd to do, wtiQ is de- 
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fedive In Juftice and Mercy; which was the 
only Caufe that he was rejeded, and the 
Occafion of this great Deajion in favour of 
Moral Duties. My Notion of walking bum^ 
hly with Gqd (as it is here circumftantiated) 
15, that it is obeying him in the humble 
Duties of Juftice and Mercy, in Oppolitioa 
to the proud and pompous Duties of Sacri- 
^ce. If it is lb, then what you fay, f. 53. 
is ill grounded. " ^he worthy receiving of tlo^ 
^' holy Sacrament is an Exerciji of Humility^ 
" fuch as the ^ ride ofmeer Moral Virtue is 
^^ Stranger to.'' You fee it is natural to re- 
tort this odious Imputation. Whether they 
who ftridly obferve pofitive Inftitutions, 
may not be liable to it, themfelves ought 
to take heed ; but we are fure that it has 
nothing to do with Moral Virtue, becaufe 
it is only a Lack and Defeat of it. 

Man has beeny<generally very ready and 
willing to give God Sacrifice enough, and 
more than enough, if that would fatisfy 
him ; but the Almighty has renounced it 
upon Comparifon, and given the honoura*- 
ble Preference to Moral Virtues. I obferve 
farther, that the very offering, offering in 
the humbleft manner, fuchprodigiouflycoft* 
ly Sacrifices and Oblations, had a great deal 
of Moral Good in it, even to pleafe and re- 
concile the Deity; (which fhews that an 
hypocritical Performance is not meant by 
the Suppofition of the Text) and yet even 
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thus fortified and accompanied, they .arc 
rejcded in Compliment to other fort of Mo- 
ral Duties and Virtues. The great Sacrifi^ 
<zl Man is turned out of Doors ; the poor 
Moral Man, with his fmall and humble Mit&y 
i$ kindly, accepted. And now methinfcs I 
fee Ibme modern pofitive Man vying with 
his Predeceffor in Micah ; Wherewith jhaU I 
come before the Lordj and bow my f elf before 
the high God: Shall I come before him with 
Sacraments? Will the Lord be pleas'd with 
a thouland Maffes ? a thouland Mountains 
of Wax, or ten thoufand Rivers of Oil? No ! 
fie hath flaew'd thee, O Man^ O poJitlveMany 
what is good. And yet after God has flieVd 
it us ^o plainly, we muft ftill have this Mat- 
ter to difpute with the Author. I obfervc 
here (what I defign to talk with you more 
roundly about afterwards) that this Quefti-^ 
on which we are upon, has been generally 
dilputed upon againft the Papifts with great 
Succefs ; not lb much againft the Jntinotni'^ 
ans as you pretend. 

Go into Popilh Countries, and you will 
lee nothing carrying on by Priefts and Peo^ 
pic, but the ritual and facrifical Part^ and 
that they call their Religion. Come back in- 
to England^ and you will generally find Men 
ftudious of Juft and Right, Lovers of Work^ 
of Mercy and Benevolence, and this we call 
ours:, not ftriftly and properly, but in a 
carelelsWayj for, indeed, we have as great 
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a Regard, for all the inftitutcd Parts, as the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Teftamfcnt 
teach us, and that is enough. 

IJa. i. II. ^0 what ^urpofe is the Multi*^ 
tuae of Sacrifices unto me? 8Cc. And yet (fay 
you) thefe things are elfewhere fiilcd ajweet 
favour unto the Lord; which is a Demonfira^ 
fiony that not the Sacrifices thenfelves^ hut 
the had Manner of f re faring them^ the evil 
Difpojitions defiling them^ , the Wickednefs that 
crep tnto them ; thefe were what the ^rophefs 
Cenfure was laid upon. I find you had rather 
ftudy and invent Rcafons of your own, than 
fo much as look at what immediately fol* 
lows, ^e evil Manner ^preparing them! 
What Likelihood that reople who fliould 
provide very coftly Sacrifices, ftiould eafily 
fuifer them to mifparry by the Evil Manner 
of preparing them? No! the Reafon of this 
indignant Rejeftion immediately follows, 
Tour Bands are full of Blood 9 wafij ye^ make 
. ye clean J put away the Evil of your Doings 
from before mine Eyes^ ceafe to do Evily learn 
to do well :^ feek "Judgment ^ relieve the OppreJ^ 
fedy judge the Fatherlefs^ plead for the Wi^ 
dow: Come now and let us reajbn together ^ 
faith the Lord. The Almighty will deal 
with us upon thefe Terms, but without 
them he will hate, abhor, fcorn, and deteft 
the pofitive part You reply, ^^ The ^ro^ 
*' phety I prefumey had more Senfe and mort 
^* ^iety^ than to treat any of God* s Ordinan^ 
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" ces with Contempt y Why ; this Is much 
about as good an Anfwer as the Gentleman Is 
tnijiaken. But if the Prophet has really 
•treated them with Contempt, then pray 
what an odd Imputation do you bring him 
under? Let uis lee — to what ^urpofe-— who 
hath required this — vain Oblations- — Jbomlna^ 
tlon — I cannot away with — Iniquity ^-^I will not 
hear. I am afraid <j(7^'j Ordinances are real- 
ly treated with Contempt^ and then how ihall 
we come off with the Prophet, whofe Senfe_ 
and Piety we have made io qucftionable? 
But I will cafe you of this Fear ; it is G o n 
himfeif who, by the Mouth of his, Prophet, 
does; treat them with Contempt. But what 
follows is well urg'd again. " Is not obeying 
*' God's Ordinances^ whether pojitlve or mo^ 
" ral^ DOING WELL ?'" Very well ! But pray 
obferve. The Prophet in the firft Branch 
of his Difcourle, had faid, Bring no more 
vain Oblations : To which he oppofes in the 
lecond. But learn to do well. Is this theii 
to Ao pojitlvely welly or morally? Morally ifo 
be fure, or elfe the Prophet would talk cir* 
cularly, and have as little ^enfe as you in- 
danger him with the Imputation of having*- 
But I muft leave the Prophet to fliift for 
himfeif, and fly to the Succour of my poor, 
much injured Tdktjbn. I cannot' bear to 
fee him hardly treated two Pages hence, and 
UQt fly like Lightning to his Alfiftancej 
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^^ 7i&/j, for the moft part excellent Divine j 
*^ was not fo accurate in his Notions of In^ 
^^ Jirumentality \ and y ou would not ^ ftkehimy 
^^ Jet a Negative againji an Affirmative : This"^ 
^' is an vgiQpv irep-ngpy/ thafs an O^vfJuooQpv ! 
^^ the thought is bofdy and frobably in fome 
^^ Meafure pocking to many aferious Reader!* 
What, not a Word about Archbiftiop TJ/fof- 
fonj but by v/ay of Correption? Was it not 
enough for him to be cruelly perfecutcd all 
his Life, by what fort of Men we know 
very well, but he muft alfo be flightly 
treated after Death by others, from whom 
he might realbnably exped much better 
U&ge? This puts me in mind of Dr. Lup^ 
ton's Exploit. The Archbiftiop had printed 
a Sermon about HeU-torments ; Dr. L— --* 
veryunfairly and difingenuoufly expofes the 
way of Reafoning and Conceffions which 
the good Archbiftiop was pleafed to make 
to thofe he argu'd againft, as his own O/i- ' 
nions : Enemies feize the Opportunity, Dr, 
Luptcn is honoured, and the Archbiftiop 
diftionour^d. Let the Reader perufe the 
two Sermons, the one of HeU-torments^ the 
other of Mercy and not Sacrifice^ and he will 
fay they are moft admirable Difcourfes, and 
fuch as neither Dr. Lupton^ nor the Author y 
nor e'er a pofitive Man of them all, can come 
up to. How indeed fliould they.^ They 
^re cramp'd in their Genius j they will not 
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regard the Mind and Intention of the Dei- 
ty in Religious Matters, which fliincs out 
as bright as the Sun at Noon-Day ; they 
-wstnt that noble Benevolence and God- 
like Difpofition of Soul, which made Arch- 
biihop ^tlhtfon thstt burning and fhining 
ILight which he was^ Let Dr. Lupton^ and 
the j^tkoTy pick out two or three Paflages, 
and intreat them detjpitefuUy , and then 
the Sermons imift appear to be very bad 
Performances to thole who enquire no fur- 
ther aft^r them. 

Tou iky fbtnewhere this Dodrine was 
preach'd againft ^^ Jntlfwmianj^ SoTifidianjy 
^ ( add JMgtggUtanianSy if you plcale ) with 
^^ goad Smcefs \ but Matters have^ce taken a 
^^ wrmg7ur»:** If I know any Thing, or 
have any Skill in theib Matters, it was chief«- 
ly or £cn the moft part againft Papifts, and 
thoie that are for approaching, towards 
them : 'Tis a falfc Alarm that you have 
given the World about a Turn : I know of 
no wrong Turn, but that which I am lorry 
your fclf has taken. What has been once 
well done, and upon right Frinci{^, £bould 
never be unlettled as long as the World en- 
dures. The Argument is ftill as good and 
ufeful as ever it was. There have always 
been, »e, and I am afraid ever will be, 
Numbers deftroying and betraying their 
own Souls under this terrible Dclulion, that 
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God values the fojitive part of Religion 
more than Xht Moral. If there be any Na- 
tion in the World, wherein this noble Part, 
this Soul of all Religion, is more juftly 
efteem'd than in any other, I do in my 
Heart believe it is England (bleffed be God 
for it:) And the Man, the wonderful Man, 
who was fo blefs'd and highly favoured of 
God, as chiefly, or as much as any other, to 
accomplilh this, I do believe to have been 
Archbifhop TtUotfon^ though not without 
the Concurrence of many others, both be- 
fore, and chiefly about his Times. The 
noble Decifion was. honoured and applauded 
by the principal Clergy, the moft worthy 
and learned of the. Laity, and it became as 
it were the eftabliik'd Religion of the Na- 
tion; and I hope it is, or will be, that of 
the whole World, more than, that which is 
weakly and partially call'd thcCafholkk. I 
do now remember in my Reading or .Con- 
verfation, to have met with fbme of i? — fs 
Followers, and others, (who, though of 
the Church of England^ and bound to the 
Government by folemn Oaths, have aded 
very indiredly in the late Times) who 
have grudg'd and caviU'd, and peck'd at 
this Dodrine : But of eminent Clergymen^ 
true to the Principles of the Church of 
Englandy Lovers of their King and Coun- 
try, cordial Advocates for the Reformation, 

not 
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iiot any till now unfortunately the Author. 
-BuC we do ftill pcrfuade our felves of better 
Things from you \ and that you will not 
treat ib contemptuoufly thofe who ( you 
iay.) rr/ up Morality.. Is an Archbiihopj 
and the Glory of. ArchbiJDtiops^ who jufti- 
fy'd the ways of God to Men,, who in the 
moftfolemn manner inftrufted the Nation 
what true Religion- was, and fliew'd us heo 
Brightnefs, to be' treated like a pitiful 
Stickler for, or eknpty cryer upof^Morzlity?: 
If, ypu ask what is my Defign in all this ? 
Sure my Defign is great, and my Purpofe 
very ftrong and particular. . It is not un- 
like that of Julius's ffetting up the Statue 
of C. Marius in the Capitol, . trhat if you 
continue to let Religion afloat as you do,. 
People may have . whom to look upon , 
and know what Pjiinciples. they are to trufk 

I will at prcfent give no. particular An-, 
fwer to the feveral Exceptions which you. 
take, and that out- of .Deference and Re- 
fped to the Author's great Name. But if - 
lam further caU'diupon by yau to do it, I 
cannot then avoid it. And I hope alfo you : 
will think this Law reafonable, as to many 
other Things, which I may poflibly pals 
oyer, as thiafcing them weak, whereas you 
may have a diflfercnt Opinion of them. I r 
will* proceed uq fax^ther atprefeot upon this . 

Head 



[62 J 

Head of ObjeBioHj. It is a fair Field, whet©* 
in wc may poffibly meet again: The Rca- 
fon of my Conduft at prcfent, is my Belief 
that your fuppofcd great Strength muft lie 
in Ibme other Part; and my Defire and 
Readinefs to try it where^ycr I can poffi* 
bly meet with it. I fliall therefore now 
more particularly anfwer all the magnifi^ 
cent Things you have faid to exalt the Sa- 
craments above Moral Virtue ; and will at 
the lame Time obviate all that you niay 
or can lay upon that Head, by laying two 
dr three Obfervations in your Way, 

Firf, Confider the Words of Chrift, Tbgf 
that are wbak need not a ^hyjktan^ hut they 
that are Sick .^ I came not to call the BJgbte^ 
oasj hut Sinners to Repentance. A Mcdi** 
cine is a very valuable and deiirable Thing 
to ficfc People^ but in Rank, Order, and 
Degree of ^imation, is not comparable to: 
Health. And this is juftoitrCafc, Sacra- 
ments our Medicine, and all that belongs 
to their Performance, can never be c(X&« 
par'd to Re£titude of Nature, which is 
Moral Virtue. They are Remedies for our 
Sins, which are Defeds of j^foral Virtue} 
but 'tis neither proper to compare them 
with Moral Virtue, nor poffiblc to give 
them the Prefemice. You may lay, perhaps, 
that all Mankind being Sinners, ought to * 
value their Remedy abo?^ all Things j I 
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Anfwcr, That in the general Shipwracfc of 
Sin and Mifery, the original Idea's of 
Things are not loft and extind. We have 
ftill fo good a Notion of the Attributes of 
God, that we may from thence know very 
very well, what Moral Virtue is. 

Secondly Confider, that to magnify and 
exalt your Subjed, ( which is nothing but 
what is natural, when People are refolv'd to 
carry it in Competition : ) Confider. I fay, 
that you take in a great Quantity 6r Moral 
and Religious Matter, which may be us'd 
and exercised without the Sacraments. 
Whatever may be had without a Sacra- 
ment, is not the peculiar Commendation of 
that Sacrament ; a great deal is alcrib'd to 
Faith, RepentancCjj Good-works, &c. in 
order to Salvation, when the Notion of 
thefe is not at all joined with the Sacrament, 
No Time or Place can hinder the Mind 
from approaching to God. The Town or 
Country, the Prifon, the Field, Naviga- 
tion, Travel, Commerce, Controverfy, &c. 
may all be confiftent with, and in many 
^Cafes fublervient to an Intercourle between 
the Mind and the Deity, Pardon me, if I 
cannot confider you but as a greedy lelfifli 
Man C I mean only in Relation to this Sub- 
jed) that would include and ingrols every 
Thing within his own Circle, You lay 
your Hands upon every Thing which miiy 
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poflibly accompany a worthy Reception, as 
if it W4S appropriated to that Reception, 
This exalting a Sacrament, and making it 
all in all, is only a Modern Spirit. I appeal, 
whether greater Things are not faid in. 
Scripture of Falth^ Repentance^ and good 
Works, as diftind from, and no ways fup- 
pos'd to accompany any Sacrament, than 
there are upon the Sacrament its felf. And 
now it may be Time to take fome Revenge 
for your fuppofing your Adverfaries meant 
only the External. You are fo far from 
palming the external Ad upon us, that if 
we fliould think it worth while to take fuf-- 
ficient Pains, we need leave you nothing 
elfe but the external Ad to comfort your 
felf with, and make the moft of. Away 
we run with Faith, Hope and Charity, 
Repentance, good .Works, preaching the 
Gofpel, Prayers, Praifes, and Thanklgi- 
vings : Not to mention our other vaft 
Stock of Moral Wealth, Truth and Juftice, 
and Fidelity, Patience, Meeknefs and Hu- 
mility (low perhaps in the Efteem of po- 
litive Men, but) in the Sight of God of 
great ^rke. 

Thirdly^ Confider the different Notions 
of Sacraments , and chufe which of them 
you will ftick to. If they are federal Rites, 
then let them be us'd like federal Rites, 
upon which Foot I prefume you do not 
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contend for Frequency of ufing them. If 
the Lord's Supper is to be us'd only as an 
A6t of Religion, the chief Aim whereof 
is a pious Commemoration, then I luppole 
you will abate a great deal of what you 
have faid of it upon other Accounts, I 
Icnow of no Sed, or Set of Men (except 
the Quakers) who have entirely laid afide 
the Ufe of Sacraments ; but if a Frequen- 
cy of Receiving is the great Thing con- 
tended for, and this is what you quarrel 
withall the World about, liire you muft in 
a great Meafure lay afide the Notion of fe- 
deral Rites. Frequent Renewals of Cove^ 
nant muft imply' frequent Breaches, confi- 
derable Laples into great Sin and Wicked- 
nefles to the end of our Days, which I am 
afraid* will more prejudice our Salvation^ 
than Receiving will promote it, and which 
it is not at all for the Honour of Chriftia- 
ni ty to fuppole. At this rate we ftiall be re- 
puted Covenant-Breakers, both in Principle 
and Praftice. Befides, I muft tell you, that if 
you confider the Eudritrift as a federal Rite; . 
next to Faithfulnje^S/ in performing , you 
will find the external, ji3 to be a very con- 
fiderable Thing, and effcntial to the Adion 
whidi we are a,bout. No^y, I iay, if you 
will -be pleased to confider theic three 
Thing?, and to make me luitable AUow-^ 
anccs for them, I fliall not fear to anJTwQr 
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any Thing that you have iaid, or can fay 
about the Sacraments, in Relation to the 
Point wherein we differ. 

^age 47. After haying allow'd that the 
two Sacraments really are Means to Moral 
and Chrijlian Virtue ; you fay, there is alfi 
a fupernatural Virtue and Efficacy derived 
from Above upon the worthy Receiver. I'he 
Spirit of God works invijfbfyy &c. This EC* 
ftcacy, Ifuppofc, relates either to Pardon, 
that our Bodies are made clean by his Body^ 
and our Souls wafhed through his moft precious 
Blood: And then this great and valuable 
Efficacy, as I faid before, is to purge away 
Sin^ thzt is, the Defeft of Moral Virtue j 
or elfe, to produce Virtues and Graces anew 
in us, or in higher Degrees; that is, to 
make us more holy, juft and good, than 
we were before. And what is this but Moral 
Virtue ? The Spirit 'of God v>orks invijibly ; 
not only fure at the Sacrament, but upon 
the Minds of good Men, in all tJbte Inter*- 
courfesof Life, puts into their Minds good 
Defires, and brings the fame to good E& 
fed : The Holy Ghoft, in worjking out our 
own Salvation, works in us, and with us^ 
to will and to do of his good Pleafure, on 
a Thoufand other Occafioas, befides that cl* 
Receiving the Holy Sacrament. But you 
have a large Eye, and would willingly let 
nothing pa6 by you. 
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<Page 53. ^^ It is the Badge of our ^rofef- 
*^ Jio^y 'thereby we prafefj Chrtfi before Men ^ 
** md eminently dijiinguijb our fetves from 
^ Jews, Mahometans, and V^g^nsJ' But* 
ftiU we muft remember, that Lave^ as it 
may )3c exercisM without, and beyond the 
Time of a Sacrament, belongs to the Moral 
Side of the Queftion, and fo of the reft. But 
there are two efpecially which I can never 
kave you in quiet Poffcffion of, and which 
having once got out of your Hands, I fliall 
be more eafy; and thefe are Faith and Re-- 
fentance. Believe and Repent^ were the two 
great Conditions by which Men were admit- 
ted to Chrift, and the Hopes of Salvation, 
ias long as he himfelf converaM upon Earth. 
As great and greater Things are faid of their 
EflBcacy and Inftrumentality, than of thefe 
of the Sacraments. Without Faith it is 
impoffible to plcafe God ; it is able to re- 
move Mountains j by it we are juftify'd j 
and the Juft ftiall live by Faith. Repen- 
tance is of equal Importance to it, and equal- 
ly neceflary to Salvation. Thefe were the 
two Cardinal Hinges of Religion before the 
Coming of Chrift, were fo while he conti- 
nued upon Earth, and are fo ftill fince he is 
gone into Heaven. The Bufinefs and Ex- 
ercife of thefe is not limited and confined to 
the Opportunity of a Sacrament (God forbid 
it fliould.) If we iftuft have comparative 

\% Values^ 
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Values, pray keep your Provinces, diftind; 
do not crowd every thing into a Sacrament. 
If you would form any great Commendation 
of the^Eucharift, let it be peculiar; infift 
upon the tender Injundion, not to call it 
Requeft, of a dying Saviour ; you cannot 
have a nobler Topick : But do not compare 
andfet the Sacrament againft every Virtue 
and Duty whatfbever ; and then at the.long 
run make it the very fame thing with tfiat 
Virtue and Duty. No! all Virtues and 
Duties which may be worthily us'd .and 
exercis'd, in order to Salvation, without 
being join'd with, and accompanying a Sa- 
crament, muft be exempted out of the pe- 
culiar Commcr\dation of that Sacrament. 
And I am afraid, if the vaft Pile of Mat- 
ters which you have heap'd up, were all 
fairly reclaimed in a logical way, you 
•would have little elfe left to cover your 
Nakednefs with, but the poor^ formal Part. 
This comes of running into Extremes., 

There are two Texts which you quote, 
Except we eat the Flejh of the Son of Man^ 
and drink his Bloody we have no JJfe in us^ 
Job a vi. Si* ^^^ ^he other, The Blood of 
yefus Chrlft cleanfeth us from all Sin ^ i John 
i. 7. which contain the moil important of 
all Truths, and feem at firft Sight to favour 
you, but do not : Becaufe this great Truth 
is apprehended by With \ and Receiving is 

not 
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not; at all meant in either Place^ aa will ea<- 
fily appear in confiilting them« 

^age 71. You lay, " ^ere isy I am a* 
" fratdj but too much Reofon tofufpeB^ that 
^* this crying up Moral Virtues in Ofpojition 
*^ to the Ufe of SacramentSy is nothing but an 
^^ artful Fetchy among many other Sy to recon^ 
^^ cile Mens Confciences to a lame and partial 
^^ Obediencey and to make as eafy a CompoR^ 
*^ tion as they can with Almghty Gody givmg 
" him a part for the whole" This ralh, 
uncharitable, Iiand over Head way of at- 
tacking, IS juft the very Pidure and Pat- 
tern of Ibme of your Fathers j who if they 
can but bring their Adverfaries under the 
Sufpicionand Imputation of great Impiety, 
never trouble their Heads about the Juftice 
of the Charge, nor their Hearts with Re- 
morfe for injured Innocence. 
• ^age y6. " Jlny dejign'dy profefs'd Con^ 
^^ tempt of thefe ferious and important Du» 
^^ tiesy may be as bady or worfe^ than a Con-- 
" tempt of the Duties of the Jecond Tahky 
*^ becaufe it will be great ^rofanenefsy 2>Cc/' 
It will indeed, but a defign'd and profefs'd 
Contempt of Truth and Juftice, would 
make a Man a Devil, ipfofa&o. 

^age 83. " They therefore that pretend 
^^ to be^ Advocates for Morality y jn Oppojition 
*^ to infituted Religiony are really betraying 
^ it/' This is very hard. . You your felf 

pro^ 
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promote a Comparilbn and Competition 
for Preference, and then are angry that 
there fliould be any. In rain would you 
tic up our Hands with that brow^beating^ 
to us Heart-miigiving Iihputation, that we 
are betraying it :^ but we know better: Ad- 
vocates for Moral Virtue are not Ilo eafily 
ihaken ; God has not given them the Spi- 
tit of Fear J but of Ltroey and of a found 
JSnd^ ' ^ 

The laft, and moft melandioly Word 
that I meet with^ ^age 84. is^ that Both Re-^ 
ligion and MoraUty may go together. Alas f 
It feems then they arc diftinft Things: 
Some Inftances of Morality are fb far from 
hcin^ fure and andeJSed ReRgioffy that they 
are not Religion at aB: This is the very 
Cant of Roman-'Cztholick Countries, where- 
in the Monks are calPd Religfomy and every 
Thing that bdiongs to the Performance of 
Rites and CeremonieSy is calTd Relipon'y but 
the beft and nobleft Inftances of Moral Vir- 
tue have nothing to do with it. Your very 
Stile is infedcd ; but I will never defpair 
of your Recovery. 

I muft own I have been all along To jea- 
lous of a Preference, that I have neglecbed 
my Advantages of -ptoYing againji a Com^ 
parijbn. But now I lee them more and 
more. 1 believe all wife and judicious Men 
will fb far agree vnlhJh^ Clarke in the \Jfc 

of 



of his Term, not to be compar'd^ as to think 
that it is no ways fit, or proper, or edify- 
ing to make iuch Comparilbns ; but much 
more agree with him againft a Competition 
for Preference ; that they are not comparer 
hle^ not fit to be nam'd together, have no 
Sight nor Chance for it. I fhall be very 
glad if Matters would ftop here; if not,^ I 
am ready to go on. I am a great Lover of 
Peace upon honourable Terms ; an unwor- 
thy Advocate for Truth and Juftice: 
And, 



SIK, 



Tour Humble Servant^ 



Trinity ColUge^ 
Apr. 24. 1730, 



John Chilton. 
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